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President's Message 


Susan Grose <sagrose@aol.com> 


4201 West 99th St., Overland Park, KS 66207 


Geax Fellow Gesneriad Enthusiasts, 


Once again I have returned from the Annual AGGS Convention renewed 
and invigorated. The Long Island Chapter can be very proud of hosting a 
well-organized and well-run convention. The flower show, the plant sale, and 
the opportunity to meet new gesneriad friends are always the highlights of 
my convention experience. I hope you will join us next year when we are 
hosted by the Mount Hood Chapter in Portland, Oregon, USA. 


It is always with mixed feelings that I announce the resignations of vari- 
ous committee chairs whom we have been very fortunate to have serve 
AGGS above and beyond the call of duty for so many years. My deep appre- 
ciation of their efforts is accompanied by the pleasure of introducing the 
extremely capable people who will replace them. Jo Anne Martinez is 
assuming the position of Flower Show Awards Chair so ably managed by 
Colleen Turley for the last eight years. Alan Lane is taking over the helm of 
Webmaster and Internet Communications from David Turley who served 
Over nine years, not only as our first Webmaster, but as developer and main- 
tainer of the AGGS website. Elizabeth Varley will be assuming the position 
of Finance Chair from Nellie Sleeth who resigned due to declining health. 


I am, however, sad to announce that Nellie passed away on July 16, 
2004. Prior to her service as Finance Chair, Nellie served AGGS as our very 
capable and loyal Treasurer from 1981 to 1997. We will miss her cheerful 
presence at our conventions and board meetings. Isla Montgomery, another 
long-time AGGS Board member in many capacities, passed away on May 
15, 2004. I remember her most recently as Publications Chair. When I moved 
from Massachusetts to eastern Kansas over twelve years ago, Isla thought- 
fully sent me a welcome note. It was a good feeling after moving out of 
range of my former chapter to know I was part of a wider "Gesneriad 
Family" even after a move of over 1,500 miles. 


In an effort to coordinate our various fundraising efforts, the AGGS 
Board established an overall Chair of Development under the enthusiastic 
and able leadership of Paul Susi. Paul will now be developing and coordinat- 
ing fund raising for all our various funds. Tom Bruning is the new Frances 
Batcheller Endowment Fund Chair. 


Carolyn Ripps is now chairing the Nominating Committee. I would like 
to emphasize that any AGGS member may propose names to this committee 
for consideration. The very knowledgeable Dale Martens is now monitoring 
the Message Board on the AGGS website. She would appreciate participa- 
tion from others in answering gesneriad questions online. In addition to our 
slide programs, there are several AGGS programs now available on CD in 
PowerPoint for presentation via computer. Please contact Dee Stewart for 
information about any of these programs. A "Gesneriad Screen Saver" is now 
available through the AGGS Store. A CD ROM of about 290 extremely 
high-quality gesneriad images has been put together by Ron Myhr. This can 
be used on recent Windows operating systems and Macintosh OS X. The 
images may also be viewed individually on any computer that does not have 
screen saver capability. 
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Brighten your workplace with the new 
AGGS Screen Saver! 


With 289 high guality images of gesneri- 
ads, each one named and accessible as 
individual files, you can run the screen 
saver as an automatic slide show when 
you're away from your computer or use it 
.. as a full-color reference library. PC and 
= Mac compatible. Send check or money 
= order for $12.00 payable to AGGS to: 
= Carol Ann Bonner 
= AGGS Publicity and Membership 
Promotion 
| 3705 Tibbs Drive 
Nashville, TN 37211-3413 


Other proposed changes are in the air. At the convention Board meet- 
ings, several proposals were presented and discussed, some of which would 
require changes to the AGGS Bylaws. These items include changes in the 
operation of the Seed Fund and in the definition of an AGGS Affiliate. In 
addition, AGGS Directors voted to present to the Membership for a vote two 
separate Bylaws amendments — one for a name change to the Society and 
another for a name change to the journal. Please read Peter Shalit's Board 
Report on page 10. It gives an excellent overview of our discussions and 
actions at the Board meetings. More information about these proposed 
changes will appear in the next issue of THE GLOXINIAN. In the meantime, 
feel free to communicate with me by email or surface mail regarding any of 
these proposals. 


Many individuals have influenced gesneriad history and led us to where 
we are today through plant collecting expeditions, botanical research, and 
enthusiasm for the study of gesneriads. We recently read about Bill Burtt and 
Larry Skog, both of whom are "retired" but are still working on 
Gesneriaceae. In this issue we will read more about the continuing gesneriad 
research work in Vienna and also about the early years of the late Hans 
Wiehler whose gesneriad career spanned over thirty years. These articles 
give us insight into the dedication of the professionals working in 
Gesneriaceae and the vast amount of recent research being done in this plant 
family. Complementing these stories is an article about the Marie Selby 
Botanical Gardens in Sarasota, Florida, where gesneriad research also contin- 
ues. AGGS has recently provided both moral and financial support to Selby 
Gardens, and the Board will continue to explore ways for AGGS to work 
with them to further promote gesneriad research activities. 

In addition to the more formal contributions of botanists, other individu- 
als have made substantial contributions to our Society and the world of 
gesneriads at large. The articles by Molly Schneider and Michael Riley tell 
us about five of these individuals who were presented with Awards of 
Appreciation this year. 


It has become apparent that the Seed Fund is a much greater and more 
diverse responsibility than one person or household can handle alone. An ad 
hoc committee has been established to work on the reorganization and possible 
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division of labor for various aspects of the Seed Fund. As a first step in reducing 
the time spent filling orders and to help prevent the depletion of the wide vari- 
ety of seed in the Fund, limits are now being placed on seed orders. Please 
read the details in the Seed Fund column. I am again asking for donations to 
the Seed Fund. Without returning contributions to the Fund by people who 
order seed or anyone having seed, especially of species gesneriads, the vari- 
ety and overall supply of seed will continue to dwindle. Ordering of seed is 
an exclusive benefit of membership in our society. Please contribute! 

Finally, I would like to welcome The Granite State African Violet and 
Gesneriad Society located in New Hampshire. We look forward to your par- 
ticipation as the newest member of our family of chapters. Who will be next? 


= wi ; L | 
Many of the AGGS Board Members at Convention 2004 


Memories ... 


Some of the best fun drained out of AGGS and the Puget Sound 
Gesneriad Society when Nellie Sleeth died on July 16, 2004. She was a Life 
Member of AGGS and a Director for many terms. She served as Treasurer 
from 1982 to 1995 and as Finance Chair since that time. One of her goals as 
Treasurer was to get the organization on a firm financial footing, and she was 
instrumental in establishing the Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund with an 
original target of $100,000. It was a great source of pride for her to see that 
goal exceeded by the hard work and dedication of AGGS members. In 1990, 
she was awarded an AGGS Award of Appreciation. 


Nellie also was a valued member of the Puget Sound Gesneriad Society 
since the late 1970's. Members in the whole Pacific Northwest region 
enjoyed her lively spirit, friendship and vast knowledge of "our" plants and 
how to show and grow them. She will be sorely missed. 


Doreen Hovermale & M.J Tyler 


It feels like I've known Nellie Sleeth all my life. I don't remember the 
exact moment we met, but Nellie was already a vital part of the newly formed 
Puget Sound Gesneriad Society when I arrived in Seattle in 1977. She was the 
sort of person who was your friend from the moment you met her. Chapter 
members have come and gone over the years, but Nellie was always there. 
Many of our chapter meetings were held in her home. I savor the memory of 


6 The Gloxinian 


entering her living room and sinking into one of her comfortable chairs, sur- 
rounded by friends and plants, for an afternoon of "gesneriad learning". 


Nellie had no children, and after her husband died, no family. Well, 
actually, she did have a family — her gesneriad friends, her church friends, 
her doctor, and her cat Winston. She had a wonderful sense of humor, and 
delighted most in two kinds of jokes: bawdy ones, and ones about cats. She 
also delighted in judging our chapter Dawg Show every year. | was privi- 
leged to judge the last one with her. 


Nellie loved gesneriads, but even more than plants, she loved people. 
She had no patience for bigotry or intolerance. In her later years, she worked 
hard, and successfully, to make her church a "welcoming and affirming" 
place for all people, gay or straight, though at first this was not a popular 
concept. The issue became a passion of Nellie's. It was fun to see my old 
friend, now a widow in her 80's, become an advocate for gay rights and 
human dignity. She was proud of this work in her church, but she didn't brag 
about it. She just did it, because she felt it was the right thing to do. 


Nellie was quite a lady. She left the world a better, happier place. In the 
future, when I have the pleasure of judging another Dawg Show, or when I 
see a church with a rainbow flag and a sign that says "welcoming and affirm- 
ing", I will think of her, and smile. 


Peter Shalit 


My friend Isla Montgomery died on May 15th of this year. I had known 
Isla for much of her AGGS life and we shared many fine adventures, on and 
off the Board of Directors and up and down the rivers and streams of South 
America. Isla was from Kansas, but moved to Denver where she worked as 
Registrar of the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center. She spent 
most of her life pursuing her interests there with her many friends in the 
Gloxinia Gesneriad Growers of AGGS and several other garden and violet 
clubs. She was active in the National Council of State Garden Clubs and a 
Master Judge. Isla was president of "The Three G’s Chapter" at least twice 
and editor of its newsletter. 


Isla emerged in the pages of THE GLOXINIAN in 1972; was the Registrar 
for the Denver Convention and became an AGGS judge in that same year 
(and ultimately a Master Judge); was the "Western Editor" in 1973; AGGS 
Awards Chair in 1976; AGGS Director in 1979; Ist Vice President in 1981; 
Chair of the Library and Education Committee in 1983, as well as the Editor 
of Appraisal. She co-chaired another Denver Convention in 1986 where she 
and a band of "stitchers" created cross-stitch nametags for all attendees — yes, 
I still wear mine. Isla received an AGGS Award of Appreciation at that time, 
also, before she went on to serve as Publications Chair and manage the GHA 
Seed Fund. But Isla had many interests other than plants. She studied geneal- 
ogy and was very proud of her Scottish heritage. She loved to play ping-pong 
and was an ardent pool shark. Isla participated in many study trips with Hans 
Wiehler and the Gesneriad Research Foundation, but even more than going 
on the trips, she loved sharing the photographs and adventures with her 
friends and family back home. 

Isla moved back to Kansas in 1990 to be with her family where they 
cared for her as she had cared for so many, for such a long time. Isla planned 
her funeral service: she wore her Tartan Plaids and held an African violet 
while a bagpiper played for her friends and family. Her vitality remains. 


Michael Riley 
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African Violets by Fredericks, Inc. ........ 53 Logan Nursery 

Belisle's Violet House Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc 
Kachina African Violets & Supplies McKinney's Glassehouse 
Kartuz Greenhouses Pat's Pets 

Lauray of Salisbury 


Pentadenia orientandina exhibited by Olive Ma Robinson awarded Best 
Gesneriad Exhibiting Fruit, a new endowed award given in memory of 
Maryjane Evans. Seed of this species is available in the Seed Fund. 


Seed Fund 


Bob & Carol Connelly <Bob_Connelly@email.msn.com> 
2391 Phillips Drive, Auburn Hills, MI 48326-2450 


V Vare writing this column just a short while after returning from the 
AGGS Convention on Long Island. Those of you who were at the convention 
will already be aware of some changes in the air for the Seed Fund. Last year 
we asked AGGS President Susan Grose to be relieved of the Seed Fund 
responsibility. We feel that the Seed Fund has become too large a task for us 
to continue for the long term, particularly with Carol feeling some physical 
strain from the job. We average more than 30 hours per week on Seed Fund 
activities, which is more than we expected. 

Susan has not been able to find anyone willing to take on this kind of 
workload and understandably so! Susan appointed an ad hoc committee, 
chaired by Alan LaVergne, to look into what changes could be made to the 
management and processes of the Seed Fund to lessen the load required to 
run the Fund. This committee met during the convention and discussed the 
many ideas presented including breaking up the different functions/processes 
so that the existing load could be distributed among more people. There may 
be some significant changes in the Seed Fund's future, but we have agreed to 
continue managing the Seed Fund during the transition. 
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In the meantime, we are making some changes to lessen the workload 
now. We are setting limits on the number of packets of seed that can be 
ordered. There is now a limit of 25 seed packets per single order, and a limit 
of 50 seed packets in a calendar year to an individual household. In addition, 
only one packet of each variety of seed may be ordered. These steps will help 
cut down the inordinate amount of time that we spend on the relatively small 
number of very large orders and will help extend the amount of seed that we 
have available to fill orders in these days of declining seed supply. Please 
contact us in advance before requesting multiple packets of seed for chapter 
projects. 


If you have any ideas regarding Seed Fund operations, please feel free to 
send them to us and we will pass them on to the ad hoc committee. There 
have also been some discussions about the Seed Fund on Gesneriphiles and 
the Discussion Forum on the AGGS web site that will be considered by the 
committee. 


We would like to thank the most recent contributors to the Seed Fund 
for their generosity: Marilyn Allen, Clay Anderson, Judy Becker, Marlene 
Beam, Mary Bozoian, Tsuh Yang Chen, Patrick Duffy, Robert Hall, Charles 
Hart, Kyle Hedberg, Alan LaVergne, Leong Tuck-Lock, Ingrid Lindskog, 
Mike McLeod, Sandy Officer, Ben Paternoster, Carolyn Ripps, Carol 
Schreck, The Smithsonian Institution, M. J. Tyler, Dr. Johannes Ulrich- 
Urban, and the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens. 


ADDITIONS: 
° Aeschynanthus sp. ° Sinningia eumorpha 'Saltao' (L.) 
(like slender A. longicalyx) ° Sinningia cardinalis hybrid (peloric) 
e Dalbergaria mastersonii (M) ° Sinningia 'Doris' F3 x self 
e Nautilocalyx melittifolius (LM) 
° Saintpaulia grotei (F,R) e denotes LIMITED quantities 
DELETIONS: 
Alloplectus dodsonii (yellow) GRF98184 Sinningia speciosa ‘Regina’ 
Drymonia rhodoloma Smithiantha aurantiaca 
Gloxinia nematanthodes Smithiantha multiflora 
Haberlea ferdinandi-coburgii Streptocarpus candidus/Ngome, Natal 
Kohleria hirsuta USBRG96-163 Streptocarpus kentaniensis 
Sinningia macropoda (dwarf form) MBG2335-60 


Streptocarpus thysanotus 


Seed Packets — $1.50 each 


Please 
Make checks payable to the AGGS Seed Fund in U.S. funds 
To pay by credit card, send your credit card number, expiration date, and 
signature, and indicate if the card is Mastercard or Visa ($6.00 minimum) 
Provide a self-addressed, stamped envelope (non-U.S. orders may include 
International Postal Coupons or have the postage added to their credit card bill) 
List alternate choices 
Include your membership number (first number on your mailing label) 


Note 
e There is a limit of one seed packet of a single variety per order 
° There is a limit of 25 seed packets per order 
e There is a household limit of 50 seed packets per calendar year 


Fourth Quarter 2004 9 


Convention Board Review 2004 


Peter Shalit, Recording Secretary <ps83@cornell.edu> 
1312 East Denny Way, Seattle, WA 98122 


ie American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society held its 2004 Annual 
Convention at the Long Island Sheraton Hotel in Smithtown, New York. 
Your AGGS Board, led by President Susan Grose, met on July 6, 9, and 11 
during the Convention. In addition, the annual General Membership Meeting 
was held on Friday, July 9. 


At the AGGS General Membership Meeting, the slate of Directors pre- 
sented by the Nominating Committee was elected for the three-year term 
ending in 2007: Carol Ann Bonner, Alan LaVergne, Bill Price, Peter Shalit, 
Kathy Spissman, Paul Susi, and Fay Wagman. Next year's Nominating 
Committee will consist of Carolyn Ripps (chair), Carolyn Conlin-Lane, and 
Bob Clark. 


The Board elected the following AGGS Officers for a term ending in 
2006: Bill Price, Second Vice President; Helen M. Bortvedt, Treasurer; Fay 
Wagman, Corresponding Secretary. 


In an especially productive series of Board Meetings, a number of new 
committees and procedures were set up, and three proposed Bylaws 
Amendments were passed which will be voted on by the Membership next 
year. 


An ad hoc committee was established last year to study the possibility of 
changing the names of both our Society and our journal. Chair Ingrid 
Lindskog reported the committee's recommendation that the Society change 
its name from The American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society to "The 
Gesneriad Society", and that our journal's name be changed from THE 
GLOXINIAN to "GESNERIADS". The Board voted to proceed with presenting 
these proposals to the membership as a change in the Society's Bylaws. The 
pros and cons of making these changes will be presented in the next issue of 
THE GLOXINIAN along with information on how AGGS members may 
express their opinions to the Board on the proposed changes before the vote 
at the General Membership Meeting in July 2005. 


Another ad hoc committee has been working on redefining the term 
"Affiliate" so that other plant groups can affiliate with AGGS without 
becoming chapters. The recommendations made by the committee were 
approved by the Board. Because this involves a revision to the AGGS 
Bylaws, the changes will also be presented in the next issue of TG and will 
be voted on by the Membership at our 2005 Convention. 


The Seed Fund currently generates more work than one household can 
handle. An ad hoc committee, chaired by Alan LaVergne, has started to 
investigate ways to reorganize and spread out the work required to operate 
the Fund. As an initial step, limits have been established for seed orders in 
order to reduce the workload. Details are explained in the Seed Fund column 
on page 8. 

A Convention Issues Committee was set up to work on a review of stan- 
dard procedures and guidelines for AGGS Conventions and to help develop a 
new Convention Manual. 
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In order to facilitate communication among the Board members, an 
informal brainstorming session was held at convention, separate from the 
official Board meetings. This meeting, facilitated by Dee Stewart, was very 
productive. The Board also plans to have an informal retreat this winter, 
between conventions, to continue these brainstorming discussions. 


The Marie Selby Botanical Gardens has renewed its interest in 
Gesneriaceae since receiving the donation of herbarium materials from the 
Gesneriad Research Foundation and is considering the establishment of a 
Gesneriad Identification Center at the Gardens in Sarasota, FL. The Board 
voted to send a letter to Selby Gardens in support of their continuing interest 
in gesneriad research. In addition, the Board approved the donation of $1,200 
for the purchase of a new computer system to be used for on-going gesneriad 
projects and to enable Selby to catalog the Gesneriad Research Foundation 
specimens which they have received. 


At the General Membership Meeting, Molly Schneider presented 
Awards of Appreciation to five AGGS members and promoters of gesneri- 
ads: Doris Carson, Bob and Carol Connelly, Colleen Turley, and Mario 
Portilla Andrade. All Awards of Appreciation recipients now receive Life 
Memberships in AGGS. 


Our newest chapter, The Granite State African Violet and Gesneriad 
Society in New Hampshire, proudly received its charter at the General 
Membership Meeting. Arleen Dewell, our Chapters and Affiliates Chair, is 
continuing to work with other groups of AGGS members around the world to 
form new chapters. 


Helen Freidberg, AGGS Conventions Chair, announced that next year's 
convention will be held in Portland, Oregon, from July 5 to July 10. We need 
volunteers to host conventions after 2005. Chapters or individuals interested 
in hosting an AGGS Convention should contact Helen. 


The AGGS Auctions are a high point of every convention. This year's 
live and silent auctions took in over $6,000. A large amount of choice and 
rare plant material was donated to the auctions. In addition, a number of 
antique botanical prints from the collection of Maryjane Evans were auc- 
tioned off for the benefit of the Elvin McDonald Research Fund. 


As usual, the Board crafted a budget for the next year, under the able 
guidance of Treasurer Helen M. Bortvedt. AGGS continues to be on strong 
financial footing, due in no small part to the Frances Batcheller Endowment 
Fund which continues to grow with added contributions from the member- 
ship. We are purchasing a Surety Bond, and in support of this, we are also 
looking for members who can serve on an Audit Committee. Former Finance 
Chair Nellie Sleeth will be replaced by Elizabeth Varley. 


Through the Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund, AGGS is 
helping support a number of worthwhile research projects. More research is 
being done on gesneriads than ever before. We saw examples of this from 
convention talks by John L. Clark and Vincent Woo, both of whom have 
benefited from grants given by AGGS. The Budget approved by the Board 
includes funding to continue support of research while preserving the growth 
of the Research Endowment. The new position of Development Chair has 
been created, with Paul Susi appointed to the task of coordinating fundrais- 
ing activities for the various AGGS Funds. 


We are looking forward to seeing you all in Portland in 2005! 
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2004 Convention — A Home-Coming 


Karyn Cichocki <kc@middletonins.com > 
79 Beaver Run Road, Lafayette, NJ 07848 


Ma. July 5, 2004 arrived in Lafayette, NJ with cloudy skies and 
humid temperatures. While packing my husband's larger van, I was reminded 
of the same conditions two years ago at the 2002 Convention in Morristown, 
NJ. I had a half-hour drive to pick up Jill Fischer at Judy Padalino's home. 
We loaded up and off we went in a van filled with plants for exhibit, sales and 
table favors, auction items and our personal belongings. About an hour and 
forty minutes later we arrived at the Sheraton Hotel in Smithtown, Long Island 
and were greeted in the lobby by Paul Kroll, Robert Hall, and Vincent Woo. 


After a short time negotiating with the reception staff, we were assigned 
three rooms on the first floor just down the hall from the plant sales, meeting 
and show rooms. The convenience was wonderful — I must have connections 
somewhere! The hotel rooms were great, though the hallways and lobby 
were in dire need of air conditioning. Jeanne Katzenstein and I shared a room 
that connected with another room occupied by Gussie Farrice and her entries, 
plus all of our chapter members’ donated plants for sales and table favors. 
We explained to the cleaning staff that they shouldn't venture beyond the 
bathrooms because we had so much stuff in the rooms, and of course got 
"that look" from them. 


I grew up on Long Island and moved to New Jersey about ten years ago, 
so this trip was a bit of a home-coming for me. Monday night, Judy, Jill and I 
went up to Northport to sample seafood at the Sea Shanty and take a stroll 
along the town pier. On Tuesday, Robert Hall joined us for a day trip out to 
Orient Point, Shelter Island, and lunch at a Mexican restaurant just outside of 
the South Hampton. We also took a ride along Dune Road and saw many of 
the fabulous homes that are along the shore. This brought back fond child- 
hood memories of the many weekend day trips my family took out to the 
East End. Tuesday night we went back to Northport, with a group of 13, and 
had a wonderful dinner at Skipper's Pub followed by ice cream at the 
Northport Sweet Shop and a lovely stroll in the park at the town pier. 


Registration Chair Teresa Oropallo, Beryl Wood, 
Marilyn Heinrich and Ingrid Lindskog (left to right) 
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Local Convention Chair Paul Rosemary Platz and Phyllis Channing looked 
Susi at the opening breakfast "just ducky" at the Long Island Chapter social 


Wednesday dawned a bit cooler and brought our first full day of conven- 
tion activities. At the opening breakfast, Helen Freidberg welcomed 
attendees from Australia, Canada, England, Japan, Panama, Sweden and 
Taiwan, as well as those of us from the USA. I attended the judges workshop 
where Hal Mahoney gave a very animated talk and demonstration on bonsai, 
while others attended training sessions for novice and intermediate/advanced 
judges. In the afternoon there was one group session. This was followed by 
the Judges Interest Group meeting where lively discussions were held about 
changing the score sheet and possibly changing classes in the photography 
section. Other interest group meetings were also held that day. 

Some judges took their tests early that evening and then joined the rest 
of the convention attendees at the Long Island Chapter's welcome reception 
where ducks were fashionable and yellow feathers and bubbles were in the 
air. We wrapped up the evening with the GHA meeting hosted by Dale 
Martens. A lecture on "Strategies for Producing New Varieties of Gesneriads" 
was given by Dr. Michael Kotarski followed by several hybridizers showing 
their latest works-in-progress. As usual, everyone left with wonderful door 
prizes. 

Thursday brought another overcast day with some humidity in the air. 
We boarded two buses and headed east for a tour of the display gardens at 
Landcraft Environments. These gardens were a feast of color, texture and 


A 


Conventioneers enjoying the Thursday tour of Landcraft Environments 
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scent with large tropical specimens, water gardens and lovely shaded arbors. 
We then went to Palmer Vineyards for a winemaking tour and samples of 
wine. The sun came out, and we were grateful for the shaded terrace on the 
deck overlooking the vineyards where we enjoyed our box lunches and wine. 


We arrived back at the hotel early in the afternoon with enough time to 
prepare our entries for the show. As in past years, pre-entry forms had been 
accepted earlier in the week which resulted in a more expeditious classifica- 
tion and final entry process. I'm sure that others waiting in the queue would 
agree that it was amazing to see all the wonderful plants that were being 
brought in. Once I finished getting my plants entered, then it was time for the 
real fun — working on my artistic entries. Some heavy hitters in the design 
world joined me, along with two novice designers who chose to enter the 
regular classes. Even though this was their first attempt at design, they 
entered three of the regular classes. Later they were awarded a 3rd place rib- 
bon for their foliage-only design "Sands Point Lighthouse" — it was 
wonderful to see the excitement in their eyes. 


Of course I had to take a break from my designs to get into early plant 
sales. This year we were admitted by our registration numbers in groups of 
25. I had registered for convention very early and was lucky to be #2 so I 
was able to get first crack at a great selection of plants. Norma Chenkin and 
Joe and Sylvia Svitak did a great job in the set up of the room. After quickly 
loading up a box with sale plants, I headed back into the show room to finish 
my designs. The placement and flower show committees were busy making 
adjustments to the show and managed to get done just after midnight, not an 
easy task considering the 292 show entries. 


Friday brought another early day starting with final touches to my artis- 
tic designs. At the judges breakfast, Jo Anne Martinez gave the judges and 
clerks their final instructions and then we were off to judge the show. There 
were thirteen panels of judges with two clerks assigned to each panel. What a 
show it was, with a great variety of plants and good quality. Because of judg- 
ing, I was unable to attend Dr. Yeh's presentation on Integrated Pest 
Management, but I heard from others that it was very interesting. My next 
stop was the lunchroom to help distribute the table favors that our 
Frelinghuysen Chapter members had grown for this meal. The Annual 
Membership Meeting followed the luncheon, then a lecture by John L. Clark 
on the Discovery of Upside Down Flowers. The flower show and plant sales 
rooms were opened later that afternoon. 


At Friday night's Flower Show Banquet, the awards were presented by 
Colleen Turley for the last time. She has done a great job over the years, but 
decided to step down this year as Awards Chair. Jo Anne Martinez will 
replace her. After the awards presentation, the flower show, auction, and 
plant sales rooms were opened again for all to enjoy. The show room buzzed 
with conversations from growers and exhibitors about the various entries. 
Ben Paternoster grew the Best in Show plant — a magnificent specimen of 
Sinningia tubiflora which was a delight for both the eyes and the nose. 

Saturday morning brought the final early day of convention. For me, it 
started with helping the Photo Committee take the last of their pictures which 
was a great opportunity to see the class and section winners up close. Then I 
joined the judges and clerks for Ben's show critique which is very educa- 
tional and something I look forward to each year. After breakfast, Vincent 
Woo gave the final lecture of the convention on his gesneriad research and 
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Top left: Entries team Carol Schreck, 
Carolyn Ripps and Michael Riley 


Top right: Artistic Sweepstakes winner 
Karyn Cichocki 


Left: Show Chair Rosemary Platz and 
Judges Chair Jo Anne Martinez 


Right: Plant Sales Chairs Joe Svitak, 
Norma Chenkin and Sylvia Svitak 


Below: Opening night at Plant Sales 
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John Littner Clark, Vincent Woo, convention speaker, 
convention speaker with Speakers Chair Robert Hall 


travels in the South Pacific. Both Vincent and John L. Clark have received 
research grants from AGGS, and it was interesting to hear about the work 
they have done. Once again the Saturday luncheon brought a lively auction 
whose proceeds benefit the Frances Batchellor Endowment Fund. It is 
always fun to see how spirited the bidding gets for that new or unusual plant 
material. 

The Flower Show and Plant sales were closed mid-afternoon, and it was 
amazing how quickly everything got broken down. We all then rushed back 
to our rooms to get ready for our bus trip into Port Jefferson and a dinner 
cruise on the paddleboat Martha Jefferson. The evening was clear and the 
waters calm, and we had a lovely sunset to end another exciting and educa- 
tional convention. I look forward to doing it all over again in Portland next 
year. 


Boarding the paddleboat Martha Jefferson for the dinner cruise 


B&W convention photos courtesy of Paul Susi, Jeanne Katzenstein & Julie Mavity-Hudson 
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2004 Convention Flower Show Awards 


Colleen Turley <awards@aggs.org> 
8404 W. Harrison Ct., Fredericksburg, VA 22407-1905 


I am pleased to report the following winners from the 2004 Convention 
Flower Show held im Smithtown, New York. Since this is my last report as 
awards chair, I would like to express my deep gratitude to all the award 
donors over the years for their generosity that allows the Society to recognize 
the exceptional plants and exhibits. I also want to thank the Society as a 
whole and the Board for allowing me to serve in this position for the past 
eight years. Thank you! I wish Jo Anne Martinez all the best as she takes 
over this position! I certainly enjoyed seeing this year's wonderful show, 
catching up with old friends, and having the honor of presenting these 
awards to the deserving recipients. 


SPECIAL AWARDS 


SWEEPSTAKES IN HORTICULTURE - to Paul Kroll for 8 blue ribbons, a cash award from 
the New England Chapter in memory of Jessie Crisafulli 


Two of the eight blue ribbon entries that earned Paul Kroll Sweepstakes in 
Horticulture: Petrocosmea Collection and Streptocarpus Variegated Seedling #2 
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RUNNER-UP TO SWEEPSTAKES IN HORTICULTURE - to Joseph Palagonia for 4 blue rib- 
bons, a cash award from the Toronto Gesneriad Society in honor of Betty Tapping, former 
awards chair who is still charming us with her smile 

SWEEPSTAKES IN ARTISTIC — to Karyn Cichocki for 5 blue ribbons, a cash award from the 
Atlanta Gesneriad Interest Group 

RUNNER-UP TO SWEEPSTAKES IN ARTISTIC — to Paul Kroll for 3 blue ribbons, a cash 
award from Dolly Crowder in memory of Marna Striepens 

BEST IN SHOW - to Ben Paternoster for Sinningia tubiflora, a plaque from the Long Island 
Chapter in memory of Lee Calchman 

RUNNER-UP TO BEST IN SHOW - to Paul Lee for Nematanthus 'Tropicana', a cash award 
from Judy Padalino 

BEST ARTISTIC — to Karyn Cichocki for her arrangement "Orient Point Lighthouse", a cash 
award from the Delta Gesneriad and African Violet Society 

BEST IN THE ARTS - to Janet Lee for her watercolor of a unifoliate Streptocarpus, a cash 
award from Gesneriad-Dicts of Western New York 

BEST NEW WORLD TUBEROUS GESNERIAD IN FLOWER - to Ben Paternoster for 
Sinningia tubiflora, a cash award from Beryl Wood in memory of Lee Calchman 

BEST NEW WORLD RHIZOMATOUS GESNERIAD IN FLOWER - to Karyn Cichocki for 
Kohleria 'Green Goblin’, a cash award from the Delaware Gesneriad Society in memory of 
Laura Shannon 

BEST NEW WORLD FIBROUS-ROOTED IN FLOWER - to Paul Lee for Nematanthus 
Tropicana’, a cash award from Lauray of Salisbury 

BEST OLD WORLD GESNERIAD IN FLOWER - to Paul Kroll for Streptocarpus variegated 
seedling #2, a cash award from the Vancouver African Violet and Gesneriad Chapter 

BEST GESNERIAD GROWN FOR ORNAMENTAL QUALITIES OTHER THAN FLOW- 
ERS - to Judy Padalino for Nautilocalyx forgetii, a cash award from the Puget Sound 
Gesneriad Society in honor of Nellie Sleeth 

BEST NEW GESNERIAD, IN FLOWER - to Dale Martens for Streptocarpus sp. nov. JT-03- 
06, a cash award from Karyn Cichocki in memory of Maryjane Evans 

BEST NEW GESNERIAD, NOT IN FLOWER - to John Boggan for Chirita 'Little Dragon’, a 
cash award from Karyn Cichocki in memory of Maryjane Evans 

BEST LESSER-KNOWN GESNERIAD - to Bill Price for Calcareoboea coccinea, a cash award 
from the Northern Illinois Chapter 

BEST COLLECTION OF GESNERIADS - to Paul Kroll for his Petrocosmea Collection, a cash 
award from the Toronto Gesneriad Society in honor of Monte Watler 

BEST GESNERIAD GROWN BY A NOVICE - to Sylvia Taub for Chirita sinensis 'Hisako', a 
cash award from the Toronto Gesneriad Society in honor of Paul Kroll 

BEST ARRANGEMENT OF FRESH CUT AND/OR GROWING MATERIAL - to Beryl 
Wood for "Cold Spring Harbor Lighthouse", a cash award from the Toronto Gesneriad 
Society in honor of Bill Price 

BEST ARRANGEMENT OF FRESH CUT MATERIAL - to Karyn Cichocki, for "Race Rock 
Lighthouse", a cash award from the Toronto Gesneriad Society in honor of Alan Lane 

BEST ARRANGEMENT OF GROWING GESNERIADS - to Karyn Cichocki for "Orient 
Point Lighthouse", a cash award from the Twin Cities Chapter 

BEST GROWING MATERIAL PLANTING - to Beryl Wood for Columnea 'Sylvia', a cash 
award from Doris Carson 

BEST IN PHOTOGRAPHY - to Sherman Paur for his color print of Gloxinia purpurascens, an 
endowed cash award from the Crisafulli family in memory of Jessie and Anthony Crisafulli 

BEST CRAFT - to Janet Lee for her watercolor of a unifoliate Streptocarpus, a cash award from 
Paul Susi in honor of the 2004 Convention Committee 

BEST EDUCATIONAL EXHIBIT — to Jeanne Katzenstein for her Educational Display 
"Fabulous Fruit", a cash award from the National Capital Area Chapter 

BEST GESNERIAD EXHIBITING FRUIT - to Olive Ma Robinson for Pentadenia orientan- 
dina, an endowed cash award from the Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad Society in 
memory of Maryjane Evans 

BEST EPISCIA - to Vivian Hiltz for Episcia 'Suomi', a cash award from the Greater New York 
Chapter in memory of Phyllis Rosenbluth 
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BEST MICRO-MINIATURE SINNINGIA - to Charlene Marietti for Sinningia 'Bright Eyes' x 
concinna, a cash award from the Frelinghuysen Arboretum Chapter in memory of Susan 
Schlieder 

BEST MINIATURE SINNINGIA - to Daphne Yaremko for Sinningia 'Fantasy Tau', a cash 
award from the Greater New York Chapter in memory of Marty and Zelda Mines 

BEST STREPTOCARPUS - to Paul Kroll for Streptocarpus variegated seedling #2, a cash 
award from Judith Fox in memory of Evelyn Clawson 

BEST SCENTED GESNERIAD - to Ben Paternoster for Sinningia tubiflora, a cash award from 
the Greater New York Chapter in memory of Jim Fryer 


BEST RECENTLY REGISTERED GESNERIAD - to Bill Price for Chirita 'Cynthia', a cash 
award from the Gesneriad Hybridizers Association 


Division I - HORTICULTURE — Class Awards 


SECTION A — New World Gesneriads in Flower — Tuberous 


Class 1 — Sinningia speciosa 'Regina' seedling — to Arleen Dewell, a cash award from the Tampa 
Bay Gesneriad Society 


Class 2 — Sinningia eumorpha 'Saltao' — to Wallace Wells, a cash award from the American 
Gesneriad Society of San Francisco 


Class 3A — Sinningia schiffneri (red leaf) — to Paul Susi, a cash award from Mary Bozoian in 
memory of Anne Crowley 


Class 3B — Sinningia tubiflora — to Ben Paternoster, a cash award from the Culver City Chapter 
in memory of Bob Lundgren 


Class 4 — Sinningia 'Fantasy Tau' — to Daphne Yaremko, a cash award from Alannah's 
Greenhouses 


Class 5 — Sinningia hybrid — to Mary Bozoian, a cash award from Dale Martens 

Class 6 — Sinningia ‘Bright Eyes' x concinna — to Charlene Marietti, a cash award from the 
Gloxinia Gesneriad Growers 

SECTION B — New World Gesneriads in Flower — Rhizomatous 


Class 10A — Kohleria 'Green Goblin' — to Karyn Cichocki, a cash award from the Tampa Bay 
Gesneriad Society 


Class 10B — Kohleria 'Strawberry Fields' — to Bill Yager, a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor 
of Frances Batcheller 


Class 13 — Phinaea sp. USBRG 96-336 — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from the Greater New 
York Chapter in honor of Lavia Berland 


SECTION C — New World Gesneriads in Flower — Fibrous-Rooted 


Class ISA — Columnea schiedeana — to Lee Stradley, a cash award from the Greater New York 
Chapter in memory of Miriam Goldberg 
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Class 15B — xColtrichantha 'Midget' — to Paul Sorano, a cash award from the Tampa Bay 
Gesneriad Society 


Class 16 — Alsobia species — to Bob and Dee Stewart, a cash award from Mary Bozoian in honor 
of Helen Freidberg for her service as Convention Chair 


Class 17 — Gesneria acaulis WEK9901 — to Daphne Yaremko, a cash award from Jeanne 
Katzenstein in memory of Isla Montgomery 


Class 18 — Nematanthus 'Tropicana' — to Paul Lee, a cash award from Lee Linett in memory of 
Hans Wiehler 


Class 19 — Cobananthus calochlamys — to Paul Susi, a cash award from Bonita Hutcheson in 
memory of Lonnie Purrul 
SECTION D - Old World Gesneriads in Flower 


Class 20 — Aeschynanthus hians — to Bob and Dee Stewart, a cash award from the Tampa Bay 
Gesneriad Society 


Class 21A — Chirita sp. USBRG 98-083 — to Joseph Palagonia, a cash award from Mary 
Bozoian in memory of Jessie and Tony Crisafulli 


Class 21B — Chirita tamiana — to Joseph Palagonia, a cash award from Carol Callaghan in mem- 
ory of Maryjane Evans 


Class 22 — Chirita 'Kitaguni' — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from the Southern Arizona Chapter 
Class 23 — Petrocosmea flaccida — to Judy Padalino, a cash award from Alannah's Greenhouses 


Class 24 — Saintpaulia grandifolia #237 — to Joseph Palagonia, a cash award from Paul Kroll in 
honor of Betty Tapping 


Class 25 — Saintpaulia 'Picasso' — to Paul Kroll, a gift certificate from Violet Ventures 


Class 27 — Saintpaulia 'Child's Play' — to Bob Clark, a cash award from Mary Bozoian in mem- 
ory of Alice Courage 


Class 28 — Saintpaulia ‘Rocky Mountain Trail' — to Bev Promersberger, a cash award from 
David, Colleen and Nolan Turley in honor of Larry Skog 


Class 29 — Streptocarpus (white)— to Paul Lee, a cash award from Dale Martens 


Class 31A — Streptocarpus ‘Falling Stars' — to Nancy Ley, a cash award from Karyn Cichocki in 
honor of Edward Bradford, Paul Kroll, Bob Clark, and Bill Price 


Class 31B — Streptocarpus variegated seedling #2 — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from the Greater 
New York Chapter in memory of Irwin Rosenblum 
SECTION E — Gesneriads Grown for Ornamental Qualities Other Than Flowers 


Class 33A — Chirita sp. USBRG 98-083 — to Joseph Palagonia, a cash award from Molly 
Schneider 


Class 33B — Chirita 'Cynthia' — to Bill Price, a cash award from the Tampa Bay Gesneriad 
Society 


Class 34 — Episcia 'Kee Wee' — to Betsy Sherwin, a cash award from the Heart of America 
Chapter in honor of the Long Island Chapter for hosting convention this year 


Class 35 — Episcia 'Pink Dreams' — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from the Culver City Chapter in 
memory of Berneice Kennerson 


Class 36A — Petrocosmea forrestii — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from the Tennessee Gesneriad 
Society in honor of Magdalene Lesley 


Class 36B — Petrocosmea sericea — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from Ben Paternoster in honor of 
the exhibitors, judges and clerks at the 2004 Convention 


Class 36C — Petrocosmea rosettifolia — to Daphne Yaremko, a cash award from the 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad Society in honor of Quentin Schlieder 


Class 37 — Columnea 'Broget Stavanger' — to Doris Brownlie, a cash award from Susan Grose in 
memory of Alice Courage 


Class 38A — Trichantha angustifolia — to Jo Anne Martinez, a cash award from Susan Grose in 
memory of Maryjane Evans 


Class 38B — Nautilocalyx forgetii — to Judy Padalino, a cash award from Lee Linett in memory 
of Maryjane Evans 


Class 38C — Sinningia leucotricha — to Kay Rotando, a cash award from Lee Linett in honor of 
Larry Skog 


Class 39 — Kohleria 'Texas Rainbow' — to Mary Bozoian, a cash award from the Greater New 
York Chapter in memory of Jo Hawley 
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SECTION F — New Gesneriads 


Class 40 — Streptocarpus sp. nov. JT-03-06 — to Dale Martens, a cash award from Carol 
Callaghan in memory of Maryjane Evans 


Class 41 — Streptocarpus lilliputana — to Dale Martens, a cash award from Karyn Cichocki in 
honor of Jill Fischer, Jeanne Katzenstein, Jan Murasko, Judy Padalino, and Penny Wezel 


Class 42 — Chirita 'Nimbus' — to Peter Shalit, a cash award from the Gateway West Chapter 

Class 43 — Chirita 'Little Dragon' — to John Boggan, a cash award from Ben Paternoster in honor 
of Frances Batcheller 

SECTION G - Lesser-Known Gesneriads Seldom Grown or Seen in Shows 


Class 44 — Calcareoboea coccinea — to Bill Price, a cash award from the Frelinghuysen 
Arboretum Gesneriad Society in memory of Maryjane Evans 


SECTION H - Collections of Gesneriads 

Class 46 — Petrocosmea Collection — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from Karyn Cichocki in honor 
of Jill Fischer, Jeanne Katzenstein, Jan Murasko, Judy Padalino, and Penny Wezel 

SECTION I - Gesneriads Grown by a Novice 

Class 48 — Kohleria 'Ganymede' — to Robin Yager, a cash award from Gateway West Chapter 


Class 49 — Chirita sinensis 'Hisako' — to Sylvia Taub, a cash award from Peter Shalit in honor of 
Peg Belanger 


Division Il — ARTISTIC — Class Awards 


SECTION J — Arrangement of Fresh Cut and/or Growing Material 


Class 50 — "Sands Point Lighthouse" — to Karyn Cichocki, a cash award from Paul Kroll in 
honor of Monte Watler 


Class 51 — "Fire Island Lighthouse" — to Beryl Wood, a cash award from the Greater New York 
Chapter in honor of Michael Riley 


Class 52 — "Montauk Point Lighthouse" — to Bob Clark, a cash award from the Culver City 
Gesneriad Society in memory of Berneice Kennerson 


Class 53 — "Cold Spring Harbor Lighthouse" — to Beryl Wood, a cash award from the Southern 
Arizona Chapter 
SECTION K - Arrangement of Fresh Cut Plant Material 


Class 54 — "Cedar Island Lighthouse" Challenge Class — to Jill Fischer, a cash award from the 
Tennessee Gesneriad Society in honor of Magdalene Lesley 


Class 55 — "Race Rock Lighthouse" — to Karyn Cichocki, a cash award from Lee Linett in mem- 
ory of Maryjane Evans 


Class 56 — "Stepping Stones Lighthouse" — to Karyn Cichocki, a cash award from Ben 
Paternoster in honor of the exhibitors, judges, and clerks at the 2004 Convention 


Class 57 — "Plum Island Lighthouse" — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from Peter Shalit in honor of 
Peg Belanger 
SECTION L - Arrangement of Growing Material 


Class 58 — "Old Field Point Lighthouse" — to Karyn Cichocki, a cash award from the Culver 
City Gesneriad Society in memory of Bob Lundgren 


Class 60 — "Orient Point Lighthouse" — to Karyn Cichocki, a cash award from David, Colleen, 
and Nolan Turley in honor of Mary Bozoian 
SECTION M - Growing Material in a Planting 


Class 61 — Terrarium (straight-sided) — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from the Heart of America 
Gesneriad Society in honor of the Long Island Chapter for hosting convention this year 


Class 62 — Terrarium (curved) — to Charlene Marietti, a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of 
Monte Watler 


Class 63 — Tray Landscape — to Charlene Marietti, a cash award from the Grow & Study Chapter 


Class 64 — Natural Garden — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from Ben Paternoster in honor of 
Frances Batcheller 


Class 65 — Columnea 'Sylvia' (trained) — to Beryl Wood, a cash award from David, Colleen, and 
Nolan Turley in memory of Maryjane Evans 


Class 66 — Sinningia pusilla (other container) — to Charlene Marietti, a cash award from David, 
Colleen, and Nolan Turley in honor of Frances Batcheller 
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Best Artistic: "Orient Point Best Growing Plant Material: 
Lighthouse" arrangement trained Columnea 'Sylvia' 
created by Karyn Cichocki created by Beryl Wood 


Best in the Arts: 
Watercolor painting of 
unifoliate Streptocarpus 
by Janet Lee 


Best in Photography: 
Color print of 
Gloxinia purpurascens 
by Sherman Paur 
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Division HI — THE ARTS — Class Awards 


SECTION O - Photography 


Class 68 — Color Transparency of Chirita micromusa — to Julie Mavity-Hudson, a cash award 
from Peter Shalit in honor of Peg Belanger 


Class 69A — Color Print of Rhytidophyllum leucomallon — to Paul Susi, a cash award from Molly 
Schneider 


Class 69B — Color Print of Gloxinia purpurascens — to Sherman Paur, a cash award from David, 
Colleen and Nolan Turley in honor of Leong Tuck-Lock 


Class 70 — B&W Print of Sinningia ‘Playful Porpoise' hybrid — to Dale Martens, a cash award 
from David, Colleen, and Nolan Turley in honor of Frances Batcheller 
SECTION P — Crafts Representing Gesneriads 


Class 71 — Watercolor of a unifoliate Streptocarpus — to Janet Lee, a cash award from Peter 
Shalit in honor of Peg Belanger 


Class 72 — Russian Tatting of Gesneriads — to Rohm Gustafson, a cash award from the National 
Capital Area Chapter 


Class 73 — Columnea 'Early Bird' pin — to Cynthia Hutcheson, a cash award from Peter Shalit in 
honor of Peg Belanger 


Division IV > COMMERCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL — Class Awards 


SECTION R - Educational 


Class 76 — Exhibit "Fabulous Fruit" — to Jeanne Katzenstein, a cash award from the Greater New 
York Chapter in memory of Stanley Schwartz 


Class 77 — Exhibit "Henckelia species from Malaysia" — to Wallace Wells, a cash award from 
the National Capital Area Chapter 


Class 78 — Exhibit "Chirita speciosa" — to Paul Susi, a cash award from the National Capital 
Area Chapter 


The following donations were not used and the monies shall go toward 
the Color Photo Fund for THE GLOXINIAN: a cash award from the Liberty Bell 
chapter in honor of Margaret Cass for Best Smithiantha, and a cash award 
from Bonita Hutcheson in memory of Emma Lahr. 


In closing, I would like to mention an exciting new addition to award 
endowments. At this convention, the Board accepted a most generous 
endowment from the Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad Society for the 
"Best Gesneriad Exhibiting Fruit" in memory of Maryjane Evans. This award 
shall continue forward as a most appropriate legacy to Maryjane from her 
local chapter. 


As a reminder of which awards constitute the perpetual awards, last year 
the Society accepted a generous donation from the Crisafulli family as an 
endowment to fund the "Best in Photography" award, in perpetuity, in mem- 
ory of Jessie and Anthony Crisafulli. Also, the Board accepted the perpetual 
award to be funded by the New England Chapter for "Sweepstakes in 
Horticulture" in memory of Jessie Crisafulli. 


I would like to give special recognition to the recipients of this year's 
perpetual awards: SWEEPSTAKES IN HORTICULTURE - to Paul Kroll 
for 8 blue ribbons, a cash award from the New England Chapter in memory 
of Jessie Crisafulli; BEST IN PHOTOGRAPHY - to Sherman Paur for his 
color print of Gloxinia purpurascens, an endowed cash award from the 
Crisafulli family in memory of Jessie and Anthony Crisafulli; and BEST 
GESNERIAD EXHIBITING FRUIT - to Olive Ma Robinson for her 
Pentadenia orientandina, an endowed cash award from the Frelinghuysen 
Arboretum Gesneriad Society in memory of Maryjane Evans. 
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Awards of Appreciation 


Molly Schneider <molly608sch@comcast.net> 
608 Hillwood Dr., Nashville, TN 37205-1314 


Sue 1977 when the awards were started, 73 Awards of Appreciation 
have been presented. Criteria for selection of recipients include: importance 
of service, chairing of projects, diligent behind-the-scenes work, faithful con- 
tributions of gesneriad articles in publications, and other accomplishments of 
merit. Our recipients this year easily meet these requirements of important 
service to AGGS and the world of gesneriads. 


Doris Carson of Joplin, Missouri, joined AGGS in 1977 and soon 
became a life member. Originally starting as a member-at-large, she later 
joined the Heart of America Chapter in Kansas City and the Northwest 
Arkansas Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society. For twenty-seven years, Doris has 
promoted gesneriads in many ways. She has served as an AGGS Director 
and also as Chair of the Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund. She is an all- 
around horticulturalist involved with the Joplin Garden Club, AVSA, 
Missouri African Violet Council, and Master Gardening. An AGGS judge 
and senior AVSA judge, she often lectures on gesneriads at meetings. 


Doris graduated from the St. John's School of Nursing and the 
University of Kansas Medical School. She was the first black RN and family 
nurse-practitioner in the city of Joplin. Although retired, she still works as 
clinical director for an all-volunteer community clinic and is an ordained 
parish nurse for her local congregation. Her other interests include reading 
and her family — two daughters and a son, plus two granddaughters. Her 
AGGS dream is that she won't have to explain what a gesneriad is — every- 
one will know. 


Carol and Bob Connelly of Auburn Hills, Michigan, met in Hawaii 
when Bob came from Baltimore to attend the University of Hawaii. Carol 
was a native of Honolulu. They started with gesneriads in the Hawaii 
Chapter of AGGS where Bob served as president. Members of AGGS for 
more than twenty years, they now belong to the Southeastern Michigan 
Chapter and Gesneriasts of Sweden, as well as to AVSA. Bob has been an 
AGGS Director. Carol and Bob have co-chaired the Seed Fund for the past 
four years but are looking to step down soon. Their goal for the moment is to 
establish a solid foundation to pass on, and the common theme of Bob and 
Carol's articles has been "send more seed". 


Bob works as a computer programmer whose other interests include sci- 
ence fiction and electronic music. Carol is a housewife when she isn't "doing 
seeds", and she also enjoys needlecrafts. Carol and Bob as a team have 
enjoyed managing the Seed Fund, especially corresponding with people from 
all over the world and then actually meeting them at conventions. 

Colleen Turley of Fredericksburg, Virginia, has been a member of 
AGGS since 1984, and became a life member with her husband David about 
ten years later. They are both members of the National Capital Area Chapter. 
Colleen was registrar at the Baltimore Convention and has held several other 
positions in their local chapter. She has been Awards Chair for eight years, 
and a Director for two terms. 
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For many years, Colleen and David were partners in CODA Gardens, 
growing and supplying gesneriads to the public, often lecturing to local 
groups. With a B.A. in Art History, she has done many things and has multi- 
ple interests including teaching religious education with David at their 
church, singing in a church choir, and birding (which the whole family 
enjoys). Since 2002, Colleen's role has been full-time mother. Her goal is "to 
help keep my husband, son and [myself] on course — happy, healthy and 
striving to be our best”. 


a: ad 


Awardees (left to right): Colleen Turley, Doris Carson, 
Carol Connelly, Bob Connelly, and Mario Portilla Andrade 


Award of Appreciation — Mario 
Portilla Andrade 


Michael Riley <riley2362@aol.com> 
101 West 104th Street, New York, NY 10025 


fl b! World of Gesneriads is a large one — the plants and the people are 
highly varied and geographically diverse. Our objective as the American 
Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society is to bring those plants and people together. 
The recipient of this AGGS Award of Appreciation comes from the rain- 
forests of Ecuador where he has spent much of his life promoting that union 
of plants and people. 


Mario Portilla learned about plants and nature from Padre Andreetta, his 
teacher in a small school in the Amazon basin of Eastern Ecuador. Together 
they collected plants in the uncharted territories of Ecuador for many years. 
Mario particularly liked orchids, bromeliads and gesneriads. The trees in his 
childhood "backyard" are laden with Pentadenia orientandina, and the paths 
through his forest are lined with a variety of Pearcea species and Coryto- 
plectus cutucuensis. We met Mario in 1986 on the first field trip of the 
Gesneriad Research Foundation with Dr. Hans Wiehler. Mario already had a 
collection of nearly every plant for which we were searching, including 
Trichantha dodsonii! On subsequent study trips to Ecuador he became our 
official "resource man", joining our groups to show us where, when and how 
everything grows in the rainforest. 
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As a representative of a company that sells agricultural products and 
teaches people how to use them, Mario has had a continual reason to be on 
the road, looking for plants and communicating with people. This has 
resulted in a lifetime of teaching in every forum and on every level, includ- 
ing children, university students, visiting botanists and AGGS members from 
all over the world who have gone to Ecuador to slosh through the mud and 
learn about plants. 


Mario started an orchid nursery many years ago that he subseguently 
turned over to his brothers, Pepe and Ivan. That nursery is now known as 
Ecuagenera and is one of the largest nurseries in South America for the prop- 
agation and exportation of orchids, gesneriads, aroids, bromeliads and many 
other native plants. Mario maintains an active participation in the work of the 
nursery, but he recently built yet another range of greenhouses in a high ele- 
vation area near his home in Cuenca in order to grow plants that love cool 
and moist cloud-forest conditions. He is truly a man for all seasons and all 
plants, and we appreciate his interest in and promotion of gesneriads. 


Past Recipients of Awards of Appreciation 


1977 — Paul Arnold 1986— Margaret Belanger 1995 — Mary Bozoian 
Charlotte Rowe Jimmy Dates Ben Paternoster 
1978 — Frances Batcheller Isla Montgomery Monte Watler 
Carol Saylor 1987 — Joseph Batcheller 1996 — Celine Chase 
1979 — Florence Messick Ted Bona Betty Tapping 
Mel Sater Ruth Webster Beth Weissman 
Martin Tanner 1988 — Maryann Delaune 1997 — Maryjane Evans 
Renée White Dr. Hans Wiehler Ron Myhr 
1980 — Albert Buell Felicia McCann Darrell Trout 
Erica Clayberg 1989 — Judy Becker 1998 — David Turley 
Emma Lahr Anthony Crisafulli Dave Tyler 
Ruth & Lyndon Lyon Jessie Crisafulli M.J. Tyler 
1981 — Alice Courage 1990 — Chris Kunhardt 1999 — Dr. Miriam Denham 
Helen Kavanaugh Michael A. Riley Bonita Hutcheson 
Henry Peterson Nellie Sleeth Elizabeth Varley 
Laura Progebin Ellen Todd 2000 — Marlene Beam 
1982 — Michael Kartuz 1991 — Earl Deroche Ingrid Lindskog 
1983 — Dr. Robert E. Lee Molly Schneider 2001 — Jon Dixon 
Dr. Margaret H. Stone Alan Wojcik Elvin McDonald 
1984 — S. Cleopatra Kohm 1992 — Diantha Buell 2002 — Virginie F. Elbert 
David R. Masterson Anne Crowley Mauro Peixoto 
Martin Mines 1993 — Stanley Schwartz Leong Tuck-Lock 
1985 — C. A. Cruikshank Margaret Waugespack 2003- Bill Burtt 
Lee Linett 1994— Jeanne Katzenstein Peter Shalit 


Dr. Laurence E. Skog 


Gesneriads + Begonias 0 Rare Flowering Plants er Vines 
KARTUZ GREENFIOUSES = 


1408 SUNSET DRIVE, Dept. G 


VISTA, CA 92083-6531 
760-941-3613 
http://www.kartuz.com 
Ask for catalog 
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Long Island Chapter members enjoying a celebration picnic after 
convention. Pictured (left to right, top to bottom): Wallace Wells, 
Ben Paternoster, Rosemary Platz, Sylvia and Joe Svitak, 
Randy Baron, Paul Susi, Lloyd Merkelson, 

Phyllis Channing, Billie Merkelson. 


Sauray OF SALISBURY 


432 UNDERMOUNTAIN ROAD SALISBURY, CONN. 06068 
PHONE (860) 435-2263 WEBSITE: www.lauray.com 


GESNERIADS 


a CACTI & SUCCULENTS & MORE PEGONAS 


2003-04 Catalog — $2.00 
Visitors Always Welcome Usually open daily, 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 


Belisle's 


Catalog $2.00 


Marcia Belisle/Krieger Heirloom Violets 
P.O. Box 111 Choice Gesneriads 
Radisson, WI 54867 Unusual Houseplants 


BELISLESVH@aol.com 


Fourth Quarter 2004 29 


Update — AGGS Chapters & Affiliates 


Arleen Dewell <arleendewell@shaw.ca> 


#3 11-2366 Wall St., Vancouver, BC V5L4Y1 Canada 


A, daunting as it is to stage an AGGS international convention, the 
members of the Long Island Chapter seemed to take every detail in stride, 
last minute or not, and welcomed with open arms the invasion of 182 gesner- 
iad-crazed conventioneers! AGGS members from Australia, Panama, 
Taiwan, Great Britain, Japan, Sweden and Canada joined our friends from 
the USA, all determined and ready to celebrate in every way possible our 
beloved plant family — the gesneriads. Everyone I talked to enjoyed them- 
selves immensely, and our hats are off to all the members of the Long Island 
Chapter for making everyone's convention experience this year one that 
won't soon be forgotten. Thank you to all! It was great fun seeing old 
acquaintances and new faces alike at the Chapters and Affiliates meeting. We 
always have very animated discussions about program ideas for our chapters 
and how to attract new members. The only complaint I heard was that there's 
never enough time to discuss everything! Many thanks, once again, to all of 
you who regularly send me chapter newsletters. I really do enjoy keeping in 
touch with all of you through your chapter activities each month. 


I am very pleased to report that 
we welcomed a new chapter to our 
family during convention — The 
Granite State African Violet and 
Gesneriad Society. Lisa DiMambro of 
New Hampshire is the chapter's first 
president. The Board of Directors and 
President Susan Grose join me in con- 
gratulating you and your members on 
becoming our thirty-eighth and newest 
chapter. 


(Photo: Bob Clark accepting 
the charter for the new chapter.) 


Dariane Joshlin of the Desert Sun African Violet Society in Phoenix also 
contacted me just before convention to let me know that they had recently 
voted to become a chapter of AGGS. Sadly, the chapter's bylaws were not 
received in time for them to receive their charter this year. I am certain that 
next year when convention is held in Portland, Oregon, we will see Dariane 
again and perhaps meet some of the other members from Phoenix. As I have 
said many times in the past, the best part of my job is presenting, in person, a 
brand new charter to the chapter members who have worked so hard for it. I 
will look forward to that pleasure when we all meet again on the West Coast 
next summer! 
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I was excited to hear that there is a group of people in Connecticut work- 
ing hard to revitalize the existing chapter there. All good wishes to you, and 
please feel free to contact me if you feel I can be of assistance. I was also 
very pleased to meet for the first time at convention a delightful trio of ladies 
from Ottawa, Canada! They are very interested in forming a group dedicated 
to the promotion and awareness of our fabulous gesneriads, and I look for- 
ward in the coming months to working closely with my fellow Canadians in 
our Nation's capitol. Are you hooked on gesneriads and interested in learning 
how to form a new AGGS Chapter or Affiliate in your area? I'm as close as 
your nearest computer or mail box! 


New Address — AGGS Membership 


Hello my friends! As you may have noticed on the back cover of 
this issue of THE GLOXINIAN, my address has changed. By the time you 
receive this copy, the arduous move from Massachusetts will be done 
and I will be getting settled in my new home. For convenience, here 
again is my new address and, therefore, the return address of AGGS: 


Bob Clark, AGGS Membership Secretary 
1122 East Pike Street, PMB 637 
Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 
All mail addressed to my old address will be forwarded to Seattle, 
so don't fret if it takes a few more days to contact you or to have your 
check cashed. All will be settled soon enough, and we can get back to 
enjoying our plants. 
I look forward to joining the societies out in the Puget Sound area, 
and will be on the 2005 Convention Committee as Judge's Chair, so I 
hope to see you all in my new "neck of the woods"! 


Cheers ... and happy growing. 
Bob Clark 


The Shopping Mall 


KACHINA AFRICAN VIOLET 
LEAVES AND SUPPLIES. 15818 N. 


World-Class Gloxinia Tubers: These 
plants have genes that will scare you! 


52nd Street, Scottsdale, AZ 85254- 
1707. Phone (602) 992-1251. E-mail 
kachina3 10@aol.com. 


PAT'S PETS, Gesneriads and African 
Violets. Send $1.50 for catalog. Pat's 
Pets, 4189 Jarvis Rd., Hillsboro, MO 
63050. Phone (636) 789-3604. 
E-mail PATSPETS @JCN1.COM. 
Internet Home Page (catalog) 
HTTP://WWW.JCN1.COM/PATSPETS. 
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Huge, double flowers in colors never 
seen before. $8.50 each. More infor- 
mation, grow with: Steve, LOGAN 
NURSERY, Wayne, NE 402-375- 
3029, www.gloxiniane.com 


WEISS' GESNERIADS, 'Plants 
Grown for Distinctive Foliage’ — 
Episcias, Begonias, Sinningias, 
Chiritas, plants and cuttings. Free 
Catalog. 2293 So. Taylor Road, 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118. 
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The Sweet Smell of Success! 


Ben Paternoster <benpaternoster@worldnet.att.net> 
14 Coptor Court, Huntington, NY 11743 


I fell in love with Sinningia tubiflora immediately upon encountering it 
because of its spicy fragrance. In my opinion, it is the most fragrant of all the 
gesneriads. Ruth Katzenberger, the hybridizer of Sinningia 'Dollbaby', was 
an early mentor and introduced me to this plant. She taught me that this plant 
requires very good light to keep it from becoming leggy. I grew some very 
good specimens of it in the early eighties, but lost the plant when I left it out- 
doors too long and it froze. I had been meaning to acquire another plant but 
didn't until a few years ago. 


Unfortunately, how I acquired it is not a happy story. About five years 
ago, I received a call that Ruth Katzenberger was going into a nursing home 
in Florida. Since there was no family in New York, the house would be sold. 
I was urged to visit the greenhouse on the property to remove any plants that 
I would like. Among the plants rescued was Sinningia tubiflora. It was in a 
large, tall pot, but was planted at the bottom in about five inches of soil. It 
had to grow quite a bit to get above the rim of the pot — perhaps this had been 
done to support the tall stems. 


Since my time was at a premium, it remained in this pot for quite awhile. 
Each year the plant was placed in the greenhouse from late fall until late 
April/early May. For the remainder of the year, it was placed out on the deck. 
Retirement in May 2003 provided me with the opportunity to grow the plant 
the way I knew was possible. With any luck, it would be at its peak for the 
convention show on Long Island. 


In February 2004 when I noticed the plant was beginning to break dor- 
mancy, I knew that this was the proper moment to repot. I had a 
saucer-shaped, clay-colored plastic pot that was the same diameter as the pot 
in which it was growing. I dumped out the contents. Sinningia tubiflora does 
not develop with age into one large tuber, but instead develops a bunch of 
small, connected tubers. Upon repotting Ruth's plant, many tubers broke 
apart, but this allowed me to place them as I wished. There were sufficient 
tubers to plant almost the entire surface of the new container just below the 
soil level. The plant was placed were it would receive the strongest light 
available in the greenhouse. Each day additional growths appeared from the 
many tubers. I began to be concerned that the light in the greenhouse was not 
strong enough to keep the plant compact. It was still too early to place it out- 
doors. I held back on water and fertilizer to slow it down. Finally the weather 
was warm enough to risk placing it outside. 

That was the very end of April. The frost-free date on Long Island is 
May 15th. It had been a mild spring so far and I thought it worth the risk. At 
worst, I would have to bring the plant indoors overnight only a few times. 
When one takes a plant out to be placed in full sun, it must be acclimated or 
it will burn. Over a period of 5 to 7 days, the plant was moved to locations 
with stronger light until it was in full sun. The location was on one of the 
perimeter benches of a deck. The plant was turned, watered and fertilized as 
required by conditions. It grew very well and flower spikes began to appear. 
I began to fret that the timing was not going to work out and the peak would 
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be too early. A little later, I had the opposite fear that it wasn't growing as 
quickly as I had thought, and it would peak after the show. 


Monday, July 5th arrived — time to prepare for the trip to convention the 
next day. I inserted two stakes on opposite sides of the plant and tied up the 
stems. The plant was too tall for the back of my station wagon so it was 
placed on the floor on the front passenger side. The rest is a matter of record. 
The plant was in top condition for show and was recognized despite the 
tough competition. It was great winning in my own backyard with Ruth's 
plant. It took me 29 years to win Best in Show at a convention flower show. 
It couldn't have happened under better circumstances. 


Now you know the secret of growing a specimen plant of Sinningia tubi- 
flora. Realize however that you may have to make adjustments for 
geographic location and weather conditions. On a recent trip to Brazil, all my 
fellow plant enthusiasts and I came to understand how important it is to learn 
the cultural requirements of all of the Sinningias because they vary a great 
deal. Learn their individual requirements. Apply them, and you, too, can 
experience the sweet smell of success. 


Ben Paternoster's award-winning Close-up of fragrant flowers of 
smile and Best in Show entry Sinningia tubiflora 


Color Photo Sponsorships 


e Photos on page 8 sponsored by Leong Tuck-Lock, 
in memory of Maryjane Evans 


e Photos on page 17 sponsored by Paul Kroll, in lieu of speaker's fees 


e Photos on page 24 sponsored by Ben Paternoster, Fay Wagman, Colleen 
Turley, and Julie Mavity-Hudson, in lieu of committee expenses 
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AGGS Auctions to Benefit the Frances 
Batcheller Endowment Fund and the Elvin 
McDonald Research Endowment Fund 


Paul Susi <captaur@optonline.net> 


10 Briarwood Lane, Millerton, NY 12546 


T. auction held at the Long Island Convention was an exciting one, with 
the most number of items donated since the Chicago Convention in 1998 — 
more than 60 members and friends donated over 175 items. The Saturday 
Luncheon live auction was fast paced, with Bill Price managing to auction 45 
items in just over one hour. Live auction highlights included leaves from 
Peter Shalit's new Chirita hybrids, 'Nemesis' and 'Nimbus', Paul Lee's run- 
ner-up to Best In Show, Nematanthus ‘Tropicana’, Toshijiro Okuto's 
collection of Chirita leaves, including his new hybrid, Chirita 'Ako Sky', and 
John Boggan's new hybrid, Chirita 'Little Dragon’. The highlight of the live 
auction was Dale Marten's basket of Sinningias, xSmithicodonias and 
Streptocarpus — including her hybrids, Sinningia 'Connect the Dots' and 
xSmithicodonia "Texas White Lightning’, and hybrids from Nick Miller, 
Carolyn Ripps and Richard Holden. The silent auction standouts were sev- 
eral copies of The Miracle Houseplants (one autographed by Virginie 
Elbert), lovely Wardian covers from Karyn Cichocki, desirable bonsai pots 
of all sizes from Edward Bradford and the estate of Stanley Schwartz, a dra- 
matically presented Jancaea heldreichii from Michael Riley, and all those 
bags of fabulous cuttings from Bill Price. 


The individual donors were: Marilyn Allen, Judy Becker, Randy Baron, 
John Boggan, Carol Ann Bonner, Edward Bradford, Susan Bradford, Allison 
Brigham, Carol Callaghan, Tsuh Yang Chen, Norma Chenkin, Karyn 
Cichocki, Jon Dixon, Virginie Elbert, Judy Fox, Helen Freidberg, David 
Harris, Louise Harris, Nancy Gilson, Jeanne Katzenstein, Marcia Kilpatrick, 
Paul Lee, Ingrid Little, Barbara Lovins, Stephen Maciejewski, Charlene 
Marietti, Dale Martens, Melissa McDowell, Leslie Milde, Billie Merkelson, 
Toshyiro Okuto, Bill Price, Michael Riley, Carolyn Ripps, Herbert Rubin, 
Elisabeth Schaefer, Molly Schneider, Peter Shalit, Larry Skog, Bob and Dee 
Stewart, Lee Stradley, Paul Susi, Joe Svitak, Leong Tuck-Lock, M. J. Tyler, 
Monte Watler, Harriet Weinstein, Wallace Wells, Al Wojcik and David 
Zaitlin. Also, donations were received from Gesneriasterna, Island Treasures, 
the Smithsonian Institution, the Long Island Chapter of AGGS, Selby 
Gardens, the estates of Stanley Schwartz, Elaine Gordon, and Lee Calchman. 


There was also a special donation of botanical prints from the collection 
of the late Maryjane Evans. Many thanks to Jeanne Katzenstein who planned 
this part of the auction and carefully catalogued the prints, brought them to 
convention and kept track of the auction winners. The bids for these prints 
were earmarked for the Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund. This 
fund, used by AGGS to encourage research in the Gesneriaceae, functions 
like the Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund, with all proceeds added to the 
principle; only the interest can be disbursed in research grants. 


No auction would be complete without the bidders. Here, in no particu- 
lar order, is a list of those whose bids contributed to the $4,400 that was 
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raised by both the silent and live auctions for the Frances Batcheller 
Endowment Fund (please excuse any inadvertent omissions): Susan Grose, 
Karyn Cichocki, Carol Schreck, Jo Anne Martinez, Jeanne Katzenstein, 
Olive Ma Robinson, Paul Kroll, Mary Bozoian, Doris Brownlie, Daphne 
Yaremko, Vivian Hiltz, Bev Promersberger, Dave Moody, Paul Susi, Suzie 
Larouche, Robert Hall, Doris DeSouza, Kazuo Horikoshi, Beverley 
Williams, Jack Pardo, Claire Pardo, Debra LaVergne, Nancy Moerer, 
Catherine Walbridge, Nola Carr, M. J. Tyler, Wallace Wells, Toshijiro 
Okuto, Allison Brigham, Wanda Macnair, Judith Fox, Ed Fox, Molly 
Schneider, Lena Klintberg, Sylvia Taub, Doris Carson, Holly Pohl, 
Rosemary Platz, Tsuh Yang Chen, Vincent Woo, Judy Niemera, Gussie 
Farrice, Julie Mavity-Hudson, Tom Bruning, Jonathan Ertelt, Helen 
Freidberg, Elizabeth Varley, Betsy Sherwin, Larry Skog, Joe Palagonia, 
Lorna Russell, Marilyn Heinrich, Eileen McGrath, Karen Sproul, Dolly Yeh, 
Mike Kartuz, Carol Connelly, Bill Yager, Robin Yager, Joe Svitak, Leslie 
Milde, Carol Ann Bonner, Ron Myhr, Roger Wheeler, Susan Bradford, Ben 
Paternoster, Alison Lovell, Bob Connelly, David Harley, Lee Stradley, Jon 
Dixon, Dee Stewart, Judy Padalino, Helen Bortvedt, Martha Lacy, Kathy 
Spissman, Dale Martens, Beryl Wood and Michael Riley. The following 
winning bidders contributed $1,600 to the Elvin McDonald Research 
Endowment Fund: Bill Price, Arleen Dewell, Peter Shalit, Rosemary Platz, 
Doreen Hovermale, Gussie Farrice, Joe Palagonia and Carol Ann Bonner. 


Thanks to the FBEF committee for their invaluable input and hard work 
— Doris Brownlie, Tom Bruning, Doris Carson, Michael Riley, Molly 
Schnieder and Daphne Yaremko — and to those who helped receive the dona- 
tions, distribute the winnings and enabled the live auction to move so 
smoothly — Bill Price, Randy Baron, Bob Clark, Francisco Correa, Suzie 
Larouche and Elizabeth Varley. 


Auction fund-raising committee members and workers 


A new independent African — violet and 
AV and Gesneriad publication! Ge sne ri ad NEWS 


E TE 
a ae | 


IN CANADA $15/yr (4 issues) (All other countries $15. US) Sample copy only $2. 
Payment must be made out to John Beaulieu Productions 
90 Doran Road, Box 118, Midhurst, Ontario LOL 1X0 (705) 726-7363 
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Drymonia rhodoloma (left) and Columnea (Dalbergaria) polyantha, two 
of the many gesneriads being grown at the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 


Gesneriad Projects at Selby Gardens 


(Reprinted with permission from the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens website: www.selby.org) 


S city Gardens has been involved with gesneriads from the beginning, as 
evidence by the original logo, which pictures together a bromeliad, orchid, 
and a gesneriad. Hans Wiehler was the driving force behind the Gardens' 
early gesneriad program and helped to build up the living and preserved col- 
lections during his tenure at the Gardens. After leaving the Gardens he 
continued his work on the family and created the Gesneriad Research 
Foundation (GRF) a mere few city blocks away in Sarasota. In 2002, with his 
health failing, Hans donated several thousand herbarium specimens to the 
Selby Gardens Herbarium and moved to Fiji to live with his daughter until he 
passed away in 2003. An additional several thousand pickled specimens from 
the GRF Spirit Collection came to Selby Gardens a short time later. 


Currently we are working to curate and label the collection, identify and 
distribute type and other specimens, stabilize the Spirit Collection, raise 
funds for future work, and compile as much information as possible on the 
family. Additional links to information on Gesneriaceae will be added in the 
future. 


We are indebted to the many members of the American Gloxinia and 
Gesneriad Society and its local chapters, numerous Selby Gardens volun- 
teers, Larry Skog of the National Museum of Natural History, and John R. 
Clark, now a graduate student at Washington State University, for their untir- 
ing help in setting up what we hope will become the leading center for 
studies of the Gesneriaceae plant family. 


xK * * ok k 
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(Reprinted, in part, from The Journal of the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Selbyana, No. 24(1) 2003, 
Memoriam to Dr. Hans Wiehler by John R. Clark, Research Consultant, MSBG) 


... The African violet family (Gesneriaceae) was among the first plant fami- 
lies studied at Selby Gardens, and this issue of Se/byana is dedicated to the 
memory of the internationally known taxonomist who developed gesneriad 
research at the Gardens — Hans Wiehler. One of the founding scientists on 
staff, he was associate editor and business manager of Selbyana 1975-1981, 
contributing 19 articles, many of new gesneriad species. 


The Gesneriaceae contains 3000 species worldwide, and gesneriads 
occur in almost every ecosystem niche in the tropics. A fifth of them are epi- 
phytes and thus of special interest to Selby Gardens. Among the showiest of 
plant families, gesneriads are valuable in horticulture, as a wildlife food 
source, and for medicinal use. 


Today the Selby Gardens herbarium (SEL) has 5500 field collections of 
gesneriads, many greenhouse-collected specimens, 2000+ flowers preserved 
in alcohol, and 140+ type specimens. Most of the specimens were collected 
in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, 
Panama, and Venezuela; and many remain unidentified. These collections 
represent a wealth of information for gesneriad research and species distribu- 
tion data vital to conservation initiatives. Selby Gardens is committed to this 
work to assure that the Hans Wiehler legacy is preserved and that ongoing 
research continues. 


Note: Visit www.selby.org (Research and Conservation / Gesneriad Projects at Selby 
Gardens) to access a list and photos of the Selby Gardens Living Gesneriad 
Collection and a list of the Selby Gardens Gesneriaceae Herbarium Type Specimens. 


The original Selby Gardens logo with Columnea erythrophaea 
being held by Vivian Scheans, Jeanne Katzenstein, 
Michael Riley, and Carolyn Ripps 
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Many of the volunteers who have worked on the gesneriad project at Selby Gardens 
this past year (pictured top left to right): Larry Skog, Barbara Matthews, Carol 
Schreck, Shirley Brown, Marcie Busch, Jeanne Katzenstein, Jo Anne Martinez, 

John R. Clark, (below): Mollie Howell, Jeanne Katzenstein, Phyllis King, 
Melissa McDowell, Marge Schmiel, John R. Clark. 


Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc. 
14 Mutchler Street Dept.GX Dolgeville NY 13329 


Place of origin of World Famous 
African Violets — Columneas — Episcias — Streptocarpus — Sinningias 


We also carry: Aeschynanthus — Chiritas — Rex Begonias — Orchids 
and many other exotic houseplants! 


Open Daily: M-F 8am - 4PM Visit us at: www.lyndonlyon.com 
Sat: 10-4 / Sun: CALL! or send $3.00 for Catalog 
Phone: (315) 429-8291 We also carry Supplies! 
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Hans Wiehler: Portrait of the 
Botanist as a Young Man 


Lee Desmon, Volunteer, Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 


811 South Palm Ave., Sarasota, FL 34236 


H... Joachim Wiehler was born on July 8, 1930, in the village of 
Klettendorf in East Prussia, about 60 miles south of the Baltic Sea. He was 
the eldest of three boys in a family that led a happy and privileged life. His 
parents, Alfred and Hedwig, owned a large farm where Alfred bred fine 
horses with the help of fourteen workers; he was mayor of the village and 
well respected by his neighbors. 


The Wiehlers were descendants of a Mennonite clan that moved from 
Switzerland in the 1640s as religious refugees and eventually migrated south 
to settle in Prussia in the delta area of the Vistula River. Hans attended elemen- 
tary school in Klettendorf from 1937-1942 and was a student at the Winrich 
von Kniprode Gymnasium in Mariansburg from 1942 until January 1945. 


On June 22, 1941, the German army invaded the Soviet Union and in 
five months was within 30 miles of Moscow. The bitter cold winter weather 
and fierce Russian resistance stopped them. The USSR launched a counter- 
offensive against Germany; and during the winter of 1944, it came within 
"hearing distance" of Klettendorf. Albert Wiehler had gone off to war, never 
to return. Hans was 14. 


Almost overnight, the Wiehlers (and their neighbors) became refugees. 
They packed what they could into three horse-drawn wagons and on January 
24, 1945, began a two-month flight west to escape the advancing Russians. 
The family split up, and Hans and his mother continued on with the original 
caravan. They eventually reached the shore of the Baltic Sea and boarded a 
boat hoping to reach neutral Sweden. Two hours out to sea, the boat was tor- 
pedoed by a Russian submarine, and the last of their belongings (two 
suitcases, two rucksacks, and a duffle bag) were lost. Hans and Hedwig were 
rescued from the water and taken back ashore, later to board another boat and 
continue their journey west. In April 1945 they were able to re-unite with 
Hans' aunt and two brothers. While the war still raged, they again journeyed 
west but eventually became stranded in a refugee camp in Gluckstad where 
they lived a hand-to-mouth existence. 

(This brief summary of their travail was taken from a translated 26-page 
account that young Hans kept on cards and scraps of paper. It is a family treasure.) 

On May 8, 1945, Germany signed unconditional surrender documents. 
The war was over! The family moved to Oldendorf in September 1945, and 
in the spring of 1946, Hans continued his education at the Schoenhorst 
Gymnasium. It was there that Hans learned English. 


When Hedwig became ill and could not work, the boys tried to earn 
money. Hans would jump on a moving train and throw coal to the ground, 
which his brothers then collected and sold. They grew vegetables in a nearby 
garden, and when harvest time came, Hans slept there to prevent other 
refugees from stealing their produce. American Mennonites sent care pack- 
ages containing corned beef, chocolate, and coffee, which helped the 
refugees survive. Coffee was scarce in Germany, so Hans and his brothers 
sold the care-package coffee on the black market for cash. 
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In 1946, Hans was baptized in the Mennonite community and became a 
youth leader. In 1950, he received his Abitur (baccalaureate or high school) 
diploma from the Schornhor Oberschule in Hildesheim, West Germany. At 
this time, Hans accepted a one-year "exchange student" scholarship to study 
theology at the Mennonite College in Goshen, Indiana. Thus, young Hans 
came to the United States. 


While at Goshen, he visited the Bruderhof (brother’s house) communi- 
ties in New York State and was attracted to their communal lifestyle, their 
pacifism, and their approach to a society based on brotherly love. After a 
year in Goshen, Hans returned to Oldendorf and worked as a full time 
"yugendpastor" at the Mennonite church in Hamburg. 


Returning to the United States in 1953, he spent his junior year at 
Eastern Mennonite College in Harrison, Virginia, then transferred to Goshen 
College where, in 1954, he received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Bible. In 
1956, he earned a Bachelor of Divinity degree from the Goshen Biblical 
Seminary. Hans then joined the Bruderhof community in Rifton, New York, 
where he met Anne Gale, whom he married in 1958. They moved to a 
Bruderhof in New Meadow Run, Pennsylvania, where they entered into a 
one-for-all, all-for-one community life. Hans and Anne had five children: 
Dirk (who died before his first birthday), Johanna, Simeon, Maria, and 
Danny. 


At the Pennsylvania commune, Hans taught elementary and junior high 
school level courses in social studies, German, biology, and art. In 1965, 
Hans left the Meadow Run Bruderhof community to begin life anew. Anne 
and the children remained at the Bruderhof; Danny was born a month later. 


Hans found employment at a nearby greenhouse, and eventually applied 
for a scholarship in the Botany Department at Cornell University in Ithaca, 
New York. In September of 1966, he was granted a full scholarship at 
Cornell and became a research assistant at the Cornell Plantations and a 
teaching assistant at the LH Bailey Hortorium. While there, he began 
research on the gesneriad plant family which became his life's passion. He 
earned his Master's degree in botany at Cornell. 


Hans began work on his PhD in Botany at the University of Miami 
where he studied under Dr. Calaway Dodson, a respected orchid scientist. In 
the spring of 1973, Dr. Dodson became the executive director of the new 
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens in Sarasota, Florida, and persuaded Hans to 
join his staff. 


In May 1979, Hans received his Doctor of Philosophy Degree from the 
University of Miami. His dissertation was entitled: "Generic Delimitation in 
a New Classification of the Neotropical Gesneriaceae". In it, he concluded 
that: "Previous classifications of the American Gesneriaceae were long out- 
dated"; and "This revision contains a new subfamily, a new tribe, and several 
new genera, as well as new tribal and generic re-alignments". 

Botanists from all over the world have, and will continue to recognize 
the contribution that Hans Joachim Wiehler has made to the science of 
taxonomy. 


A more detailed account of Hans Wiehler's early life, as researched and written 
by Lee Desmon, including photographs and the 26-page translation of The Hans 
Wiehler Diary and comments from the family, is accessible on the Selby Gardens web- 
site <selby.org> Research and Conservation, Gesneriad Projects and Information. 
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McKinney's Glassehouse 


Gesneriad Plantsmen Since 1946 


Our 58th Anniversary 
The Glassehouse features a definitive assemblage of 
gesneriads and rare and exotic diminutive terrarium plants. 
P.O. Box 782282, Wichita, KS 67278-2282 
Catalog — $2.50, Refundable 
Tel: (316) 838-0097 * Fax: (316) 838-5090 
e-mail: gesneriads @ aol.com 


Discover a World 
of Diversity! 


Membership $25 /year American Begonia Society 


6 issues of the Begonian 157 Monument 


Seed Fund — Round Robins Rio Dell, CA 95562-1617 
Book Store — Slide & Video Library i 


The Association for plant & flower people who grow 
H F in hobby greenhouses, windows, and under lights! 
Quarterly Magazine and Newsletter - Growing & Maintenance Help & Advice 


Dues: USA $28/yr., Canada/Mexico $30/yr., Overseas $31/yr. (US funds/bank, IMO) 
Sample magazine $3.50, Directory of Manufacturers & Distributors $2.50 


Hobby Greenhouse Association 
8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048 
http://www.hobbygreenhouse.org 


JOIN TODAY! 


The ase Violet Society of America 


2375 North 
Beaumont, Texas 77702 
409-839-4725 
http://avsa.org/ 
Write or call today for information. 
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New for 2004! 


If you can't make it to Brazil to see Sinningia 

pusilla growing in habitat on a sheer rock wall, 

wear the 2004 AGGS lapel pin. The lavender 

flower looms large over tiny patterned green 

ree against a mossy background. 1" long. 
5.00 


The newest AGGS tee shirt comes in white or 
natural. The words "American Gloxinia & 
Gesneriad Society" and the name of the plant 
wrap around an antique engraving of Columnea 
crassifolia. Bright red flowers contrast with 
spring green leaves and delicate pink midribs. 
Like Columnea, you'll be an exotic beauty when 
you dress in AGGS! 


Ribbed-neck tee in white or natural, 100% cot- 
ton, sizes S - XXL $15.00 


Scoop-neck blouse with shorter sleeves and 
bodice, white only, cotton-rayon blend, sizes S- 
XL $15.00 


Send check or money order payable to AGGS, 
Inc. to: 


Carol Ann Bonner 

AGGS Publicity & Membership Promotion 
3705 Tibbs Drive 

Nashville, TN 37211-3413 


COMING EVENT 


October 17 — California — American Gesneriad Society of San Francisco 
gesneriad display and plant sale at the Garden Room, San Francisco Fair 
Building in Golden Gate Park, 9th Ave. and Lincoln Blvd., San 
Francisco. Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Contact David Waugh 415- 
239-4315 <dgwah@ips.net>. 


Special Contributions 


Fay Wagman, Corresponding Secretary <fayw@aol.com> 
52 Harper Drive, Pittsford, NY 14534 


FRANCES BATCHELLER ENDOWMENT FUND — $80 
Sandy Officer 
Molly Schneider 
Charlene Mattaliano 
Frances Batcheller, in memory of Alice Courage 
Molly Schneider, in lieu of expense reimbursement 
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ELVIN MCDONALD RESEARCH ENDOWMENT FUND — $566 
Sandy Officer 
Bob Clark, in memory of Alice Courage 
Vancouver AV & Gesneriad Society 
Carolyn Ripps, in lieu of speaker's fee, Greater New York Chapter 
Martha Lacy 
New England Chapter, in memory of Alice Courage 
Frank Barthel, Jr. 
Paula Whitlock 
Vincent Woo, in lieu of speaker's fee, Long Island Chapter 
Leslie Cox 
New Jersey Chapter AGGS 
Susan Grose, in lieu of expense reimbursement 


FUND FOR PROGRESS/COLOR PHOTO FUND — $705 
Sandy Officer 
F. Eleanor Mattaliano 
Charlene Marietti, in memory of Eileen Morrison 
Jill Fischer, in memory of Maryjane Evans 
Jill Fischer, in memory of Laura Shannon 
Norman and Norma Chenkin, in honor of Jeanne Katzenstein 
Soili Damm 
Elizabeth Gottshall, in memory of Laura Shannon and Eileen Morrison 
Long Island Chapter, in honor of Paul Kroll 
Wilbert Konz 
Fay and Irwin Wagman, in memory of Karen Cichocki's father 
Patricia Apgar 
Virginia Barthelmey 
Paul Kroll, in lieu of speaker's fee, Frelinghuysen Arboretum Chapter 
Leong Tuck-Lock, in memory of Maryjane Evans 
Donna Marie Guiliano 
Bernice Pullen, in honor of Mariam Denham 
Saintpaulia and Houseplant Society 
Wallace Wells, in lieu of speaker's fee, Greater New York Chapter 
Colleen Turley, in lieu of expense reimbursement 
Ben Paternoster, in lieu of expense reimbursement 
Julie Mavity-Hudson, in lieu of expense reimbursement 
Fay Wagman, in lieu of expense reimbursement 


SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS — $1601 
Jeanne Katzenstein, in lieu of expense reimbursement 
Peter Shalit, in lieu of expense reimbursement 
Ron Bannister, in lieu of convention attendance 
Jane Robb 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP — Dan Swartling 


CORRECTION 


In the previous issue of THE GLOXINIAN, Vol. 54, No. 3, on page 36, 


the bottom photo caption should be corrected to read Streptocarpus 
‘It Makes Scents’. 
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Research on Gesneriaceae m Austria — 
Part IV: Recent and Present Work 


Anton Weber <anton.weber@univie.ac.at> 
Institute of Botany, University of Vienna 
Rennweg 14, A-1030 Vienna, Austria 


| V ith the death of Karl Fritsch [1934], Otto Stapf [1933] and Heinrich 
von Handel-Mazzetti [1940] research on Gesneriaceae came nearly to a 
stand-still in Austria. To the best of my knowledge, only two relevant papers 
were published in the 30 years that followed. One is a paper by Kurt Holzer 
(Holzer 1952), dealing with the karyological anatomy of roots (including 
those of Saintpaulia); the other is a description of the anther anatomy of 
Saintpaulia by Elfriede Huber (Huber 1955). These are rather isolated 
papers, and not embedded in major research projects on Gesneriaceae. 


In the late sixties, Walter Leinfellner (1910-1981), at the Institute of 
Botany, revived interest in the family. Leinfellner was a morphologist and 
was especially interested in the structure of the floral organs. In 1969, he 
suggested I study the structure of the gynoecium of Gesneriaceae. A compar- 
ison with the gynoecium of the closely related Scrophulariaceae (studied 
earlier by D. Hartl, 1956, in Mainz, Germany) appeared promising. This 
study, part of a Ph.D. dissertation and published in 1971, was the starting 
point of my long research work on Gesneriaceae, lasting until today and 
involving a number of colleagues and students from Vienna and abroad. A 
brief survey of this work follows. It was mainly carried out in the 
"Department of morphology and reproductive ecology" of the Institute of 
Botany, headed by the author. It should be noted that the department's 
research covers many fields and projects of morphology, floral ecology, dis- 
persal biology, animal-plant interactions and taxonomy of tropical plant 
families, and that research on Gesneriaceae is only one of them. 


To survey the work on Gesneriaceae, it seems best to split it up in a 
number of subjects and research fields, starting with the initial studies of 
gynoecium morphology. In the early stages mainly herbarium material and 
the gesneriads cultivated in botanical gardens were used, but later field trips 
to the tropics proved indispensable. My travels included Peninsular Malaysia 
1979, 1984, 1986, 1987, 1995; East Malaysia 1979; Madagascar 1980, South 
Africa 1980, and Costa Rica 1996, 1998, 1999, 2001. Others involved in the 
Gesneriaceae studies were (and partly still are): Michael Kiehn (who also 
collected in Costa Rica, in Hawaii and other Pacific islands), Peter LaBnig, 
E. Vitek, Susanne Sontag, Veronika Mayer, Irene Mühlbauer, Eva 
Luegmayr, and Johanna Saueregger. Regular foreign cooperators include 
B.L. Burtt, O.M. Hilliard, M. Mendumy, M. Möller, Q.C.B. Cronk, G. 
Bramley, H. Atkins (Edinburgh, U.K.), R. Kiew (Singapore), A. Chautems 
(Geneva, CH), L.E. Skog, J. Boggan, J.L. Clark (Washington DC, USA), and 
J. Smith (Boise ID, USA). 


Gynoecium morphology — The structure of the gynoeceium has been 
traditionally used to separate the mainly tropical and subtropical 
Gesneriaceae from the essentially temperate Scrophulariaceae. Gesneriaceae 
were said to have "unilocular" ovaries, with the placentae attached to the 
ovary wall, while Scrophulariaceae have "bilocular" ovaries, with the placen- 
tae attached to a transversal septum. The studies carried out (Weber 1971) 
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showed that this is an untenable simplification. In both families a "unilocu- 
lar" upper portion and a "bilocular" lower portion is present in most cases, 
and the differences lie only in the different extent of the two portions. It was 
thus not too surprising to find absolutely scrophulariaceous gynoecia in the 
Gesneriaceae (Monophyllaea, Whytockia) and gesneriaceous ovaries in the 
Scrophulariaceae (e.g. Diplacus). In gesneriads, in which one of the two 
carpels is reduced and sterile (Hemiboea, Chirita spp.), the ovary was found 
to be completely bilocular, too. Altogether, the differences in the gynoecium 
structure between the Gesneriaceae and Scrophulariaceae proved relative and 
taxonomically problematical. Therefore, other characters defining 
Gesneriaceae and distinguishing them from the Scrophulariaceae, were 
searched for later on (see below). A character, the taxonomical significance 
of which was confirmed only recently by molecular studies, was found in the 
form of the placentae. There are two basic types: one, in which the placentae 
appear triangular in cross section, the other, in which they are + lamelliform 
and curved back. Interestingly, these forms do not fully coincide with the tra- 
ditional two subfamilies (and Old and New World distribution, respectively) 
of Gesneriaceae. The genera then placed in the tribes "Klugieae" and 
"Loxonieae" (now amalgamated into Epithemateae) apparently conserved the 
more primitive form of the New World Gesneriaceae and strongly contrast 
with the large remainder of Old World Gesneriaceae. 


By accident, and apparently without knowing of the Vienna studies, the 
late Professor Carl. L. Wilson, from Dartmouth College (Hanover NH, 
USA), independently studied the gynoecium structure of Gesneriaceae and 
published his findings in two subsequent papers (1974a,b). Fortunately, there 
was not much redundance and overlap, as Wilson concentrated on the vascu- 
lar anatomy of the gynoecium and nectary. The different approaches can 
even be seen as very useful complements. Inter alia, Wilson discovered addi- 
tional cases of bilocular gynoecia (Asteranthera), and showed that the 
nectary represents a basal enation of the ovary wall (and not a vestigial sta- 
minodial ring); and that, in the SW Pacific Gesneriaceae, the nectary is fully 
incorporated in the ovary wall. (This character was used later by Hans 
Wiehler, 1983, to establish a third subfamily in Gesneriaceae: the 
Coronantheroideae.) 


Additional studies on the structure of the gynoecium were conducted later 
in context with particular genera, especially of the Epithemateae (see below). 


Cross section through the ovary of Gesneria libanensis (left) 
and Chirita lavandulacea (right); note the different form of 
placentae characteristic of Coronantheroid, Gesnerioid, and 

Epithematoid (left) and Didymocarpoid Gesneriaceae (right) 
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Inflorescence structure — Gesneriaceae exhibit a bewildering diversity 
of inflorescence forms, and numerous terms have been used in the literature 
to describe this diversity. These descriptions mainly serve the purpose of 
identification of genera and species, but are of little value for understanding 
the fundamental patterns and the phylogenetic radiation. Analyzing a good 
deal of New and Old World Gesneriaceae, it became apparent that 
Gesneriaceae exhibit a single basic pattern, to which all observed special 
forms can be related and derived from. The component of the sometimes 
highly complex inflorescence is a special type of cyme, for which the term 
"pair-flowered cyme" was coined (Weber 1973). While in the ordinary cyme 
each unit is topped by a single flower, it is a pair in the Gesneriaceae. Each 
pair consists of the true terminal flower (T) and an additional flower in 
frontal position (F, "front-flower"). In general, the front-flower has no sub- 
tending bracteole. However, in a few taxa such a bracteole is present, thus 
demonstrating that the front-flower is a regular axillary shoot. In ontogeny, 
the front-flowers are initiated later than the side (lateral) flowers, but develop 
more quickly and open earlier than the lateral flowers, just after the terminal 
flower (Weber 1995). These findings led to the conclusion that the pair-flow- 
ered cyme probably evolved from a paniculate branching system and 
represents an intermediate stage to an ordinary cyme, with the front-flowers 
being remnant flowers (Weber 1973b, 1982a). Additional empirical support 
for this view is that sometimes the front-flower is developed as a branch. 


Variation of the pair-flowered cyme relates to flower number (including 
reduction to a single flower pair or a solitary flower), to (very rarely) loss 
of front-flowers, to symmetry of branching, to length of the internodia, to 
form, size and coloration (or absence) of bracteoles, to increase/reduction or 
displacement of bracteoles, etc. By the combination of these characters, a 
vast phenetic diversity is reached, often associated with a special type of 
pollination. 


Though the "pair-flowered cyme" is 
characteristic of Gesneriaceae, it is found 
in a few genera of Scrophulariaceae and 
also in Sanango (a genus of uncertain 
familial affiliation). Molecular studies 
indicate that traditional Scrophulariaceae 
should be split up into several families of 
its own, one of them being 
Calceolariaceae. This family (with 
Calceolaria, Jovellana and Stemotria) 
and Sanango are probably among the 
progenitors of Gesneriaceae and possibly 
were the first to acquire the pair-flow- 
ered cyme as a basic unit of the 
inflorescence structure. 


(Photo: Cyme of Sinningia lineata with three 
flower pairs and the corresponding diagram) 


Seed morphology — An overall survey of the seed coat structure, stud- 
ied by means of SEM, was first presented by Beaufort-Murphy (1983, 
1984b), who demonstrated the great taxonomic potential of these microchar- 
acters. Therefore, the study of seed morphology, mainly carried out by 
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In Old World Gesneriaceae, the most 
elaborate seeds are found in the genus 
Aeschynanthus. Those of A. radicans 
exhibit two long filiform appendages, 
the papillose seed body containing the 
embryo, and a distinct portion with 
air-filled bubble cells. The appendages 
and the bubble cells facilitate dispersal 
by wind. 

SEM micrographs by P. LaBnig. 


Seed coat structure of (a,b) Didymocarpus kerrii, (c) Didissandra wildeana, 
(d) Hovanella madagascarica, (e) Henckelia malayana, (f) H. davisonii, 
(g) H. reptans var. monticola, and (h) H. innominata. 

SEM micrographs by I. Mühlbauer. 


Susanne Sontag, Irene Mühlbauer and Peter Laßnig, formed and still 
forms an integral part of the taxonomic work in Vienna. When splitting up 
the artificial genus Didissandra, seed coat characters proved of great help, 
and the same applies for Didymocarpus and associated genera (Sontag & 
Weber 1998, Mühlbauer 1994, 1995, Weber & Burtt 1998e). When estab- 
lishing the new genus Ridleyandra (Weber & Burtt 1998b), seed coat 
characters proved as crucial for the decision to refer the Malayan species, 
with long-tubed flowers, and the Bornean species, with campanulate or flat- 
faced flowers, into a single genus. In contrast, seed coat variation was found 
to be very low in the huge genus Cyrtandra. The reason is because in this 
genus the indehiscent fruits, not the seeds, serve as dispersal units; therefore, 
no direct selective pressures act upon the seed surface (Mühlbauer & Kiehn 
1997). Of special interest are the seeds of Aeschynanthus which bear one to 
many hair-like appendages at one or both apices. P. LaBnig (1996) studied 
the testa morphology of Aeschynanthus and found that two groups can be 
recognized, one with papillae produced from single cells, and one with the 
papillae produced from two adjacent cells. These groups proved later congru- 
ent with chromosome numbers and molecular data (Rashid, Jong & Mendum 
2001, Denduangboripant, Mendum & Cronk 2001). In a joint project with 
botanists from the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, the Aeschynanthus seed 
studies were expanded. The results revealed remarkable relations with phyto- 
geographical patterns (Mendum, Laßnig, Weber & Christie 2001). 


Fourth Quarter 2004 47 


Pollen surface patterns in Old World 
Gesneriaceae: (a,b) Streptocarpus holstii, 
(c) Aeschynanthus albidus, (d) Henckelia 
puncticulata, (e) Monophyllaea hirticalyx, 
(f) Stauranthera grandiflora. 

SEM micrographs by E. Luegmayr. 


Pollen — The pollen of Old World Gesneriaceae (mainly from South 
East Asia and Hawaii) was studied by Eva Luegmayr (1993a,b) and Birgit 
Schlag-Edler (Schlag-Edler & Kiehn 2001) by means of Light, Scanning 
and Transmission Electron Microscopy. Luegmayr specially worked out the 
differences from the neotropical Gesneriaceae. 


The taxonomic value of pollen characters proved difficult to assess. 
Large genera are often heterogenous in their pollen characters, while a few 
genera such as Aeschynanthus and Epithema proved to be homogeneous. 


In an exemplary study, Luegmayr (1993c) investigated the development 
of the generative cell (GC) in Cyrtandra pendula by means of Transmission 
Electron Microscopy, documenting the form changes of the GC during the 
entire development and the behaviour of the endoplasmatic reticulum (ER). 
She found that the cisternae or tubules of the ER always tightly surround the 
GC, forming a kind of cage, which is apparently responsible for the spindle- 
shaped form and undulated surface of the GC in the mature pollen grain. 
Possibly energy-carrying substances are conveyed into the GC through the 
ER channels. 


Embryology — Embryological studies were carried out by Erika Svoma 
in Cyrtandra, but so far only published as abstracts (Svoma & Kiehn 1993, 
1995). No notable differences from the embryology of other Gesneriaceae 
were found; embryo sac development was confirmed to represent the com- 
mon Polygonum-type. 


Karyology — In contrast to neotropical Gesneriaceae, in which chromo- 
some numbers are largely consistent with genera or even tribes, the situation 
is more intricate in the Old World Gesneriaceae. There are many genera hav- 
ing two, three or more base numbers. Chromosome studies are thus 
imperative to understand the evolution and phylogenetical diversification of 
Old World Gesneriaceae. Michael Kiehn and collaborators (especially 
Elisabeth Hellmayr) carried out chromosome studies on a broad scale 
(Kiehn, Hellmayr & Weber 1998, Kiehn & Weber 1998, 2001, Kiehn 2004). 
The results are summarized and discussed in Möller & Kiehn (2004). 
Obviously, there are very diverse patterns of chromosome evolution in the 
Old World Gesneriaceae. On the one hand, genera such as Ridleyandra or 
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the species-rich Cyrtandra are uniform in chromosome number and ploidy 
level, and speciation apparently took place without notable karyological 
changes. On the other hand, there are many genera in which ascending or 
descending dysploidy account for different base numbers within a genus, 
e.g., Aeschynanthus, Didymocarpus, Monophyllaea. Polyploidy (multiplica- 
tion of whole chromosome sets) is rare, but still more frequent than in the 
neotropical Gesneriaceae. Karyological differences were not only found in 
the chromosome number and ploidy level, but also in the size and form of the 
chromosomes. For instance, all investigated taxa of Didymocarpus differed 
markedly by the globular chromosomes from those of Henckelia, thus sup- 
porting the generic autonomy of Henckelia and Didymocarpus (Weber & 
Burtt 1998e). In Rhynchoglossum, not only discordant chromosome numbers 
are found, but in the (advanced) species with only two stamens the chromo- 
somes are conspicuously smaller. This indicates that during polyploidisation 
a loss of DNA has occurred. Last but not least, different base numbers may 
also indicate artificial concepts of genera. This certainly applies to Chirita, 
the karyological heterogeneity of which (with seven base numbers!) is also 
backed by molecular data. All these examples demonstrate that karyological 
investigations (which are taking a back seat in the "molecular era") are still 
very important to understand the evolutionary differentiation of the 
Gesneriaceae. 


The strange cotyledons of Old World Gesneriaceae — That the pale- 
otropical Gesneriaceae are not simply a phytogeographical assemblage, but 
(except for a few genera from Australia and the South West Pacific, now 
constituting subfamily Coronantheroideae) a taxonomical group, was first 
recognized by Burtt (1962d). His conclusion was based on a single (and 
within angiosperms, unique) character: the two cotyledons, though being of 
equal size at germination, show unequal growth during further development. 
One (the microcotyledon) stops growth fairly soon, remains as a + tiny struc- 
ture and obviously has no function. The other (macrocotyledon) grows 
distinctly larger, often reaching the size and form of a normal foliage leaf. In 
some genera (e.g. Monophyllaea, some spp. of Streptocarpus) it even forms 
the only foliar leaf of the plant. Important questions remained un- or incom- 
pletely answered so far: Which of the originally equal cotyledons becomes 
the macrocotyledon? Is the macrocotyledon genetically determined? Is the 
position of the seed/embryo in the fruit responsible for its determination? Is 
the macrocotyledon determined when the embryo is released from the seed 
coat? Is it determined in the upgrowing young seedling? If yes, are external 
factors such as light, gravity, or both responsible? 


By a multitude of germination experiments with Streptocarpus rexii and 
Chirita lavandulacea, Johanna Saueregger was able to answer these ques- 
tions. She provided clear evidence that the determination is a late, 
post-germination event and that external factors are responsible for the deter- 
mination of the macrocotyledon. By illuminating seedlings with a light 
source positioned lower than the pot with the seedlings, she found that — in 
contrast to the behaviour in the natural environment (with the macrocoptyle- 
dons pointing downwards) — the macrocotyledons pointed upwards, against 
the gravitational gradient. This demonstrates that light, and only light, is the 
decisive factor for determining the macrocotyledon. However, gravity may 
play a role in the later development. While the Streptocarpus seedlings 
remained in their original position (with the macrocotyledon pointing 
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Pot with seedlings of Chirita lavandulacea (note the markedly different size 
of the two cotyledons); at right, a flowering seedling (the macro-cotyledon 
has grown up to a foliage leaf, the microcotyledon has remained 
as a tiny appendage opposite the macrocotyledon). 


upwards), the Chirita seedlings turned around so that ultimately the macro- 
coptyledons pointed downwards. This means that determination and 
orientation of the macrocotyledons must be strictly kept apart, and that dif- 
ferent causal factors are responsible for the two processes. 


The exceptional morphology and systematics of Epithemateae — A 
number of paleotropical gesneriads exhibit very unusual morphologies. This 
holds particularly true for the genera of Epithemateae. The morphology and 
taxonomy of these genera have been investigated in a series of studies 
(Weber 1975a, 1976b,c, 1977b, 1978a,b, 1982b, 1987, 1988, 1990), which 
still has not come to an end. 


In appearance, the most peculiar genus of this alliance is Monophyllaea. 
As the name suggests, the plants of this Malesian genus comprise only a sin- 
gle, huge foliar organ and a long stalk. The leaf corresponds to an 
enormously enlarged cotyledon (macrocotyledon) and the stalk to the 
hypocotyl. The plant thus represents a giant seedling which enters the flow- 
ering stage as such. Monophyllaea is thus a striking case of "neoteny", 
comparable to the well-known axolotl or Mexican salamander (Ambystoma 
mexicanum) which reaches sexual maturity in a larval stage. 


Monophyllaea comprises the same elements as the unifoliate species of 
Streptocarpus, but, inter alia, there are strong differences in the formation of 
the inflorescences. These differences (not described here in detail) not only 
provide evidence that Monophyllaea is not closely related to Streptocarpus, 
but allow the reconstruction of a phylogenetic ancestor. This must have been 
a plant with elongated stem, with pairs of leaves of unequal size (aniso- 
phylly) and inflorescences (pair-flowered cymes) exclusively produced from 
the axils of the large leaves. Plants of this type, apparently descendents of the 
ancestors of Monophyllaea, are indeed found in the small Chinese genus 
Whytockia. Floral characters and molecular data (see below) confirm the 
close relationship between the two genera, though their distribution areas are 
far away. 
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Perhaps the most peculiar species of Monophyllaea is M. singularis from 
Borneo. In this species the flowers are arranged in numerous tiny groups 
along one side of the stalk (sometimes also along the midrib of the macro- 
cotyledon). The flower groups are produced in a most peculiar manner: 
mature epi- and hypodermal cells divide secondarily and form meristematic 
spots from which the flower groups emerge. 


Gesneriaceae is Monophyllaea singularis in which the flowers arise 
from the hypocotyl and the midrib of the macrocotyledon 


Monophyllaea horsfieldii, the only Monophyllaea hendersonii, the huge 
leaf of the plant as an enormously cotyledon dies back at the apex, but 
enlarged cotyledon continuously grows from the base 
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Similar in habit to Whytockia are Loxonia and Stauranthera. In these 
genera the inflorescences, however, do not emerge from the axils of the large 
leaves, but stand opposite, seemingly emerging from the axils of the small 
leaves. Closer analysis shows that they represent terminal and complex struc- 
tures. In fact, the whole flowering region of Loxonia and Stauranthera is 
composed of units, each comprising a strongly unequal leaf pair and the ter- 
minal complex inflorescence. By the growth of the subsequent units, the 
terminal inflorescences are pushed aside so that they finally appear placed 
opposite to the large leaves. 


In Rhynchoglossum, anisophylly has proceeded to its extreme: the small 
leaves are completely reduced and only the strongly asymmetrical large 
leaves remain, being placed in two almost distichous ranks. As in Loxonia 
and Stauranthera, the inflorescences are terminal, but the cymes are reduced 
to single flowers. This results in unilateral racemes with two flower rows. 
Apparently compensating the loss of flowers within the cymes, the flower 
number in the racemes (especially of the small-flowered species) is highly 
increased. 


The genus Epithema is unique in several respects. Above the strongly 
unequal cotyledons (placed at the very base of the plant and decaying soon), 
a single foliar leaf is produced recalling an additional macrocotyledon. This 
solitary leaf is followed by one to several opposite pairs of smaller and + 
equal foliar leaves. The stem and the axillary shoots are terminated by an 
inflorescence consisting of a globose "head" (an extremely contracted pair- 
flowered cyme) and a large, pouched bract. 

The last and ill-known Chinese genus Gyrogyne (monotypic with G. 
subaequifolia) is (by the plicate calyx) said to be closely related to 
Stauranthera, the subequal leaves exhibiting an ancestral condition. Further 
studies must show whether or not this is correct and whether Gyrogyne is 
indeed a good member of the Epithemateae. 


The closing part of Research on Gesneriaceae in Austria (Part V), including complete 
references, will appear in the next issue of THE GLOXINIAN. All photos courtesy of 
Anton Weber and the Institute of Botany, University of Vienna. 


Rhynchoglossum gardneri — 
Flowers exhibiting a broad plate-like lower lip 
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AFRICAN VIOLETS BY FREDERICKS, INC. 


Alyce Droege 
GESNERIADS! Many, Many 


lesser known and rare gesneriads 
including starter plants from recently 
found gesneriads. 


Well known STREPTOCARPUS hybrids 
as well as Aly's new hybrids! 


EPISCIAS CHIRITAS & MORE 
Complete Growers Supplies 
Gift Certificates — Catalogue $2.00 


P.O. Box 1416 
Franklin, NC 28744 
Monday-Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


u 1-800-771-0899 ORDERS ONLY 
Rhynchoglossum gardneri — 
note the strongly asymmetrical 1-828-349-4832 
leaves in two near-opposite rows 


www.african-violets.com 
VISA, MasterCard, American Express 


In Memoriam 


Daniel Haseltine Chicago, Illinois 


Nancy Maybloom Hoffman Estates, Illinois 
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Culver City — Charlotte Rosengrant, 2705 Krim Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90094 
Delta Gesneriad & African Violet Society — Leona Faoro, 7361 22nd St., Sacramento, CA 
95822-4911 
Grow and Study — Al Striepens, 2225 Deepgrove Ave., Rowland Heights, CA 91748-4208 
Peninsula — Brigitte McKnight, 1109 Stafford Drive, Cupertino, CA 95014 


Colorado Gloxinia Gesneriad Growers — Ann Watterson, 8360 W. 70th Ave., Arvada, CO 80004 
Connecticut Connecticut — (Contact) Marcia Kilpatrick, 139 Kenyon Road, Hampton, CT 06247-1112 
Delaware Delaware — Carol Callaghan, 2806 Rickdale Road, Wilmington, DE 19810 

Florida Caribbean Basin AV & Gesneriad Society — Allan L. Mink, 430 E. Dayton Circle, Ft. 


Lauderdale, FL 33312 
Suncoast — Melissa McDowell, 1502 Eastbrook Dr., Sarasota, FL 34231 
Tampa Bay — Mollie Howell, 1855 McCauley Rd., Clearwater, FL 33765-1512 


Georgia Atlanta Gesneriad Interest Group — William Crews, 5862 Musket Lane, Stone Mountain, 
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Illinois Northern Illinois — Bob Nicholson, 8926 N. Greenwood Ave., PMB #282, Niles, IL 60714 


Kansas/Missouri Heart of America — Linda Golubski, 1416 NW A St., Blue Springs, MO 64015 
Massachusetts New England — Dee Stewart, 1 No Name Rd., Stow, MA 01775-1604 


Michigan Southeastern Michigan — Richard Holzman, 3836 Jennings, Troy, MI 48083 
Minnesota Twin Cities Area — Esther Oleisky, 1997 Field Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116 
Missouri Gateway West — Gary Dunlap, 4189 Jarvis Road, Hillsboro, MO 63050 


New Hampshire Granite State AV & Gesneriad Society — Lisa DiMambro, 182 Old Chester Tnpk., 
Chester, NH 03036-4016 
New Jersey Frelinghuysen Arboretum — Judy Padalino, 76 Downs Ave., Wharton, NJ 07885 
New York The African Violet and Gesneriad Society of Western New York — Michael Kotarski, 
427 Chicora Rd., Lewiston, NY 14092 
Gesneriad-Dicts of Western New York — Irwin Wagman, 52 Harper Dr., Pittsford, NY 
14534 
Greater New York — Tsuh Yang Chen, 36 Crooke Ave., F7, Brooklyn, NY 11226 
Long Island — Ben Paternoster, 14 Coptor Ct., Huntington, NY 11743 
Vestal African Violet & Gesneriad Society — Lee Stradley, 1923 Cole PI., Vestal, NY 
13850-5718 
Oregon Mt. Hood — Vivian Scheans, 4660 SW Dogwood Drive, Lake Oswego, OR 97035-8412 
Pennsylvania Liberty Bell — Peggy DePhillippo, 1074 Grange Ave., Collegeville, PA 19426 
Pittsburgh African Violet & Gesneriad Society — Georgene Albrecht, 101 Oak Heights Dr., 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
Tennessee Tennessee — Jonathan Ertelt, 2536 Blair Blvd., Nashville, TN 37212 
Washington Puget Sound — M.J. Tyler, P.O. Box 1159, Poulsbo, WA 98370 
Washington, D.C. National Capital — Laurene Jones, 3430 Luttrell Rd., Annandale, VA 22003-1269 
Canada Carefree — Florence Duesterbeck, 2235 Montreal Street, Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 1L7, 
Canada 
Edmonton — Jack Hurt, 7809 Saskatchewan Dr., Edmonton, AB T6G 2L3, Canada 
Toronto — Robert Hall, 90 Sumach Street, #609, Toronto, Ont. MSA 4R4, Canada 
Vancouver AV & Gesneriad Society — Arleen Dewell, #311-2366 Wall St., Vancouver, 
BC, V5L 4Y1 Canada 
Sweden Gesneriasts of Sweden — Lena Klintberg, Hallbyg, 32E, 752 28, Uppsala, Sweden 


Go to www.aggs.org for chapter email contacts. 
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Bylaws: Copies of AGGS Bylaws are available to all members by writing to Pat Richards, 15105 S. Seminole Dr., 
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Contributions and Insurance 


The American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization with 
an IRS Section 501(c)(3) tax status for donations. Contact the AGGS Treasurer at 
<hmbort @olypen.com> or send your donations to: 


Helen Bortvedt, 20 Beeson Road, P.O. Box 2584, Sequim, WA 98382-8870 


Membership and Changes of Address 


AGGS Membership Secretary, Bob Clark, 1122 East Pike Street, PMB 637, 
Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


Changes of Address — Send changes of address to the Membership Secretary 90 days prior 
to moving to avoid missing an issue. THE GLOXINIAN is not responsible for replacing issues 
missed because of late notification of address changes. Back issues may be ordered from 
AGGS Publications. 


Renewals — Send dues to the Membership Secretary. A Renewal Notice is sent two months 
prior to the expiration date of your membership. (The expiration date is printed on your mailing 
label/membership card on the back cover of THE GLOXINIAN.) Please remit your dues prior to 
the expiration date to avoid missing an issue as we are not responsible for replacing issues 
missed because of late payment of dues. Back issues may be ordered from AGGS Publications. 


Application for Membership — American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society 


WELCOME — membership in our international society includes quarterly issues of THE GLOXINIAN 
— The Journal for Gesneriad Growers, a copy of How to Know and Grow Gesneriads, a packet 
of gesneriad seeds and a wealth of information about our AGGS Chapters, Flower Shows, 
Publications, Research, Slide Programs and Seed Fund. Membership begins upon receipt of dues. 


L] New Member Date 


C] Renewal AGGS Membership # 


Name 
FAMILY NAME GIVEN NAME MIDDLE INITIAL 


Address 


STREET 


STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY 


Telephone 


x 
(Rates in US$) 1 year 3 years 1 year 3 years 
DJ Sustaining minimum 
L] Research (minimum 
O Life Mailing in US $375 


I wish to make an additional tax-deductible contribution of $ 
L] Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund 0 Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund 
L] Color Fund for THE GLOXINIAN CI In Honor or LJ Memory of: 


Please make checks or money orders payable, in US$ on a US bank to: AGGS 
Or, charge my [_] VISA, or [] MasterCard the total amount of $ 


Card# Exp Date Signature 


Mail to: AGGS Membership Secretary, Bob Clark, For application online: 
1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA Wwww.aggs.org 
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